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Dates To Remember 
SAPSASA Swimming Carnival             Thurs Feb 28 
Pancake fundraiser      Tues Mar 5 
Adelaide Cup Holiday     Mon Mar 11 
Yr 6/7 Aquatics Camp      Mar 13 - 15 
Harmony/Grandparents’ Day  Thurs Mar 21 
Sports Day               Thurs April 11   
Term 1 ends @ 2.20                   Fri April 12 
 

 

Connecting our community 
 
One of the many wonderful aspects of working at 
Uraidla Primary is the strong sense of community.  
 
When families feel connected to one another and 
to their school, children feel safe and supported. I 
would go further to suggest that children ARE 
safer. I saw an example of this last year when 
one of the school mums stopped to help one of 
our students who was being harassed at a bus 
stop after school hours. She made sure he was 
safe, then let us know, and we were able to follow 
up with the child’s parents to ensure he was safe.  
 
Children also learn the value of belonging to a 
‘team’, and learn the sense of personal 
achievement and wellbeing that comes from 
serving their community. There is even research 
showing that when families feel strongly 
connected to the school community, their children 
achieve better academic results, have higher self-
esteem and improved social skills and behaviour. 
All of this is already evident at Uraidla PS!   
 
What does it mean to be ‘involved’ in the school? 
We recognise that every family is different, and 
for this reason we try to find a variety of ways for 
families to feel connected, even if they are unable 
to be at school during school hours due to work 
commitments. Simply being aware of what is 

happening at school, being in email contact with 
teachers, and attending school events when 
possible, contributes to a sense of belonging to 
the school community.  
 
We’d love for all families to feel a strong 
connection to the school community. Towards this 
aim this year we are offering families more ways 
than ever to participate:  

 Join our parent Facebook page Uraidla 

Primary School Families  

 Follow your child’s classroom app Class 

Dojo or Seesaw 

 Download the Skoolbag app to receive 

important updates about what’s 

happening at school  

 Offer to volunteer at school events in the 

school year– even helping with one event 

is very much appreciated and is also a 

great way to meet other parents!  

 Come along to school events  

 Attend a coffee get-together at school. 

This is new initiative - coming soon! 

And if you do have time to be involved on a 
regular basis:  

 Become a ‘Parent Link’ for your child’s 

class (see your child’s teacher) 

 Join the school’s Governing Council  

 Join the new Parents and Friends group 

(see letter included with this newsletter) 

 Help out in your child’s classroom or with 

garden classes.  

One example of community connection I really 
value at this school is that families often pitch in 
and help out when they see things that need to be 
done. I’d like to thank very much these 4 heroic 
school dads for coming in during the school 
holidays and removing our defected play 
equipment, saving the school over $1000 in 
removal costs: Grant Chennells, Brad Wilksch, 
Peter Schroeter and Ashley Hosking 
. 
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My final example of a connected community is the 
very successful Acquaintance Night last week. I 
loved seeing parents, children, grandparents and 
children all mingling together and getting to know 
one another. I’d like to congratulate all of the 
students for being such terrific ‘Tour Guides’! We 
really enjoyed the evening and would welcome 
your feedback on the new format.  

 

Governing Council 2019 
We’d like to thank and congratulate the following 
school parents who have been elected to 
represent school families on Governing Council 
this year:  
 
Agnes Arthur (chair)  Miranda Hampton 
Brad Wilksch (treasurer) Jo Cox 
Aerlie Wildy (secretary) Tim Moore 
Eirona Johansen  Emily Brodie-Tyrrell 
Claire Schroeter   Jodi Braley  
 

So many examples of a strong school community; 
aren’t we lucky? What a wonderful foundation to 
build on!  
 

 

Round the Classes 

 
Reception: In the last two weeks we have begun 
learning our Jolly Phonics sounds. We have 
made many things that start with the sounds and 
practised writing the letters in our books and on 
small white boards. 
We are also learning about maps with our 
Buddies, the 2/3 class. 
 

 
The Reception class working on their mapping 

exercise with their 2/3 buddy class. 

 
Year 1/2: Our class has been working on writing 
recounts. We have also been learning about 
patterning and the base 10 number system. This 
week we also learnt about Lovey Dove. 
 
Year 2/3: We are enjoying our collaborative 
learning with the Reception students. Together 

we are developing our understanding of what a 
map is. Eventually we will do some mapping 
tasks. 
 
Year 4/5: Last week we had Acquaintance Night; 
it was fantastic to see so many parents and 
students attend the night. It was especially 
awesome to have students take the parents on 
their tour of the school. 
This week our class has been working on 
designing and building straw bridges. The design 
parameters are: 1m of sticky tape and 20 straws. 
Students had to incorporate column, beam and 
truss structures in their design. There was a lot of 
problem-solving and coming up with various 
different design solutions. See some of their 
creations below. 
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Year 6/7: We are continuing to work on our 
persuasive writing – we are using the ‘hamburger 
model’ to plan our writing.  
Adding to our knowledge of subtraction and 
addition has seen us challenge ourselves by 
working with fractions in this area. 
We are working with Lizzie’s class on Friday 
morning on a unit of work on ‘War on Waste’ – it 
will be interesting to see where this leads us. 
 

Indonesian: The older students are now 
describing different hairstyles and creating crazy 
faces. The younger students have learnt songs 
using face words and are busy making various 
faces using ‘mulut’ (mouth) ‘mata’ (eye), ‘hidung 
(nose) and ‘telinga’ (ears). 
 
Gardening: Thank you to those veggie gardeners 
who have brought in their extra produce for the 
harvest table. 
Worms are madly breaking down food scraps in 
our compost bins and the students have collected 
the ‘worm tea’ to dilute and feed our veggie 
seedlings. Lettuce seeds and seedlings have 
been planted this week. 
 
Science: It was great to see so many parents 
and children visit the Science room for the 
Acquaintance Night. The Reception to year 3s 
have continued to learn about minibeasts. We 
have been looking at what you need to survive, 
what a life cycle is and have been doing labelling 
of some minibeasts. For the year 4 to 7s we have 
been looking at what we need to survive as well 
as life cycles of humans, plants and an animal 
that goes through metamorphosis (where they 
start off as something eg. caterpillar and then 
completely change into something else eg. 
butterfly). They then had to create a Venn 
diagram and show the similarities and differences 
between all three life cycles. The students had to 
also research what current impacts humans have 
had on the environment and how the environment 
has changed because of this. 
 
PE/Health: The students are showing great 
enthusiasm with the 'Jump Rope for Heart’ 
Program. We have already raised over $200, 
keep going everyone as our school goal is $3000. 
We have been practising some ball games for 
Sports Day as well.  

 
A Note from Mary 

You may have noticed the two boxes on the 
bench near the door to the front office, labelled 
"Heroes" and "What I Noticed". We have 
reintroduced these boxes in the past couple of 
weeks. Students are encouraged to put notes in 
each.  
The "Heroes" box has yellow forms to be filled in 

and posted in the box. On these forms, students 
are encouraged to write the name of someone 
they have noticed being a hero - maybe helping 
someone or voluntarily cleaning up or inviting 
someone who looks lonely to join a game.... 
These forms may be signed or anonymous. 
Children who have been nominated as heroes are 
read out at assembly and their names are 
displayed for the next week. 
The green forms are posted in the "What I 
Noticed" box. On these, kids are encouraged to 
write of concerns which they may not feel 
confident about raising with their peers or a 
teacher. It may be observations of someone 
being left out or bullied or something someone is 
doing that makes them feel uncomfortable. We 
encourage children to put their name on these 
forms as often the message is not quite clear. 
The best course to follow is for children to directly 
approach their teacher, Margie or me about a 
problem but they may use the box if that is too 
difficult. 
With both forms, children may ask a parent, 
teacher or older student to help write them.  
Mary 
 

Support Group Meeting 
Mary Engler our Pastoral Care Worker (PCW) is a 
wonderful asset to Uraidla Primary School. Mary 
supports staff and students by listening, trouble 
shooting, standing alongside, running programs 
and is a go-to person for nearly every situation! 
So who supports Mary? 
Did you know that there is a group that meets 
once each term to do exactly that – support Mary! 
If this is something you would be interested in 
come along to the AGM on Tuesday 5 March at 
7.30pm in the Uraidla PS staff room. Everybody is 
welcome. 
See Mary or Jo Higginson if you have any 
questions. 
 

OSHC 
Hello and welcome back to OSHC 2019!  
We’ve hit the ground running with a lot of new 
bookings. This is exciting as earlier in the new 
year we received approval to provide services for 
up to thirty kids, so big things are happening. 
However, numbers are filling up quickly – so 
please be sure to book ahead as soon as you can 
if you need casual bookings to make sure you get 
in when needed!  
On top of great new kindy kids starting out this 
year, we’ve got in a new assistant director as well! 
Andrew Jenkins will be sharing the load with 
Connagh while helping with the day-to-day 
running of things. We’re looking to assess and 
improve all areas of our service to make sure it’s 
up to scratch – so if you have any questions or 
ideas, let us know! As for the kids - we’ve been 



playing a lot of Twister, imagining the floor is a lot 
of lava and embracing our inner adventurer 
making outdoor and indoor cubbies. The term is 
well underway and we are excited to see how it 
plays out. Not long now and we’ll be releasing the 
vacation care program as well, so keep your eyes 
peeled!  

- Andrew & Connagh.  
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