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Dates To Remember 
Dream Big Excursion Yr 4-7   Tues May 28 
Cross Country     Tues May 28 
Boys’ Soccer – Aldgate       Fri May 31 
Girls’ Netball – Uraidla        Fri May 31 
Debate No 2      Tues June 4 
Walk to School Day        Fri June 7 
Queen’s Birthday Holiday   Mon June 10 
Pupil Free Day       Fri June 28 

 
Teaching Grit 

Parents and educators alike want to help children 
to build resilience so they are strong and capable 
adults. By the time they are young adults we want 
them to be competent to handle most things that 
come their way independently, in other words, to 
show grit.  
 
Helping children with this sounds obvious, but in 
reality it is actually quite difficult. This is because 
as adults, we often want to fix the problem and 
protect children, because we care about them 
and we don’t like to see them struggle. 
Sometimes we can fix things successfully in the 
short term, but in the process children get the 
message that they aren’t capable to fix things on 
their own and become unable or unwilling to face 
challenges in the long term – we call this ‘learned 
helplessness’.  
 
So how can we help? We need to help children 
understand that they can handle things. We need 
to give them responsibilities from a very young 
age and have high expectations that they will 
fulfill these responsibilities.  
 
When children are faced with challenges, we 
need to believe in their abilities and ask them to 
come up with solutions themselves, asking for 
example,  

 “That sounds tricky… what do you think you 

should do about it?  

 “What’s the first step - where will you begin?” 

 “Who have you spoken to about this who may 

be able to help you?” 

 “You’ve handled things like this before, 

remember when you…” 

 “I know you can work it out.” 

 “Keep trying, it’s not meant to be easy.” 

  “Come and tell me later how you solved it.” 

In terms of learning at school, we are trying to 
develop grit by stepping back and allowing 
children to struggle without stepping in to help as 
quickly as we might have in the past. Research 
shows that children need to experience struggle 
to develop problem solving skills and to gain 
confidence in their own thinking.  
 
We are finding that our students are embracing 
the concept of grit, and are enjoying being offered 
challenging tasks. Here are some Year 4/5 
students showing grit while learning to juggle this 
week!  
 

 
 

 
Smile Art for Free Recently we were 

offered a painting to put up on our wall at school, 
with an interesting condition: we need to all agree 
to “smile at random 
people more often”. This 
is part of a worldwide 
project called Smile Art 
for Free, which aims to 
spread hope and 
friendship to those 
struggling in life. The 
students all unanimously 
voted to accept this 
condition, and we hope 
to have the painting 
mounted centrally in the 
school soon.  
So when you see this painting, remember to 
share your smile!  
 

Charlie Crabb: “The first time I 
tried I didn’t know how to do it, but 
with lots of practice I am getting it. 
Sometimes I wanted to give up but 
I didn’t, I am aiming to be able to 
juggle 3 bean bags.” 

  

  

 

  

 

 
Sienna Cox: At first, I didn’t 
know how to juggle and then I 
got really frustrated, now I 
think I am getting it with lots of 
practising.” 
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Pupil Free Days 2019  
Please take note of the following pupil free days 
and school closure days, approved by Governing 
Council. There are 4 pupil free days per year 
approved by the Department for Education for 
staff professional learning, and 1 school closure 
for a ‘day of local significance’. We still have one 
more pupil free day to call for later in the year. We 
will let families know as soon as possible, to 
assist with planning.  OSHC will be available on 
these days.  
28 June- pupil free day ‘visible learning’ 
13 September- pupil free day ‘intellectual stretch’  
4 November- School Closure following the 
Uraidla Show  
 

Music is Fun Band  
Great news - due to popular demand we have 
managed to secure the Music is Fun band again 
for Term 2 2020. Thank you to those parents who 
let us know how much it meant to their children; I 
was able to pass this on to the band and they 
really appreciated the positive feedback.  
 

Election BBQ 
Thank you to those who volunteered to help out 
for our fundraiser BBQ at the election last 
weekend. We raised $526 thanks to the efforts of:  
The Parents and Friends for organising the BBQ, 
Our wonderful volunteers: Simon Bradley, Kate 
Griffiths, Caroline Croser-Barlow, Liv Moore, 
Robin Geytenbeek, Pip McGowan, Lisa Bond, 
Julien Henschke, Eirona Johansen,  Elin Gubbin, 
Kristen Brown, Ian Bourne, Amelia Ullmer, Alex 
Fry and Miranda Hampton 
…and of course our generous sponsors:  
Stirling Meats, Cobbledick’s & Woolworths.  
Well done to everyone for another great 
community effort to support our school!   
 

Garage Sale Donation 
We would like to thank the East Torrens Lions 
Club for a generous surprise donation of $1000 to 
the school following their Garage Sale in our 
shelter shed during the election. We are very 
touched by their kindness. This money will go 
towards the funding of the new play equipment 
we hope to build later this year.  Anyone 
interested in joining the Lions Club can contact 
Fergus Veitch on 0438 872 217. 
 

Walk Safely to School Day 
On Friday 7 June students will have the 
opportunity to walk to school in groups from three 
different locations. 
A group will depart from the corner of Gully and 
Greenhill Roads, Carey Gully at 8.15am, one will 
leave from Summertown Church at 8.15am, one 

will meet at the corner of Swamp and Parish Hill 
Roads at 8.30am and another will leave from the 
bus shelter in the Uraidla main street at 8.30am. 
Parents are encouraged to walk with the children. 
In order for the children to enjoy a fruit platter 
together in their classrooms when they arrive, we 
are asking them to bring a piece of fruit on 
Thursday 6 June so staff can prepare it ready for 
their arrival.  
More information will be sent home in a separate 
note, and any late changes notified through 
Skoolbag.  
 

Way2Go program 
Staff and Governing Council are currently 
investigating ways to make travel to and from 
school safer for our students. We are pleased to 
have been accepted to join the Way2Go program 
(see details included with this newsletter). We will 
be surveying students at school, and ask families 
to complete the survey through the link provided. 
We will also send the link via Skoolbag for ease 
of use. The information we receive will help us 
with our planning for safe and active travel to 
school. Thank you! 

                                                           Margie 

 

 
2019 Public Education Awards 

 
Nominate, recognise and celebrate an 
outstanding educator in the 2019 Public 
Education Awards. 
 
Get involved and say thank you to a leader, 
teacher or support staff member making a 
significant difference to the lives of their students 
and their communities. 
 
An educator’s influence continues beyond the 
classroom and supports children and young 
people to reach their full potential in life. We all 
remember a teacher who inspired and motivated 
us to enjoy learning, and the awards honour the 



dedication and passion of individuals who deliver 
the best possible outcomes for young people and 
their families.  
 
The Public Education Awards recognise 
excellence in South Australian public education, 
and nominations are open 1 to 31 May. Visit 
www.education.sa.gov.au/awards to nominate 
and find out more about the awards. We have 
also included a nomination form with this 
newsletter that you can complete if you wish and 
return to the Front Office. 
 

Round the Classes 
 

Reception: We are focusing on our reading skills. 
We change readers every second day, practise 
our tricky words and are improving our sounding 
out. Every day we begin with a story and then 
some puzzles to get our thinking brains ready for 
new learning. 
 
Year 1/2: We have been learning about fractions. 
We have also started to write our own poems. In 
CAT time (creative activity time) we have been 
having a great time making inventive creations. 
 
Year 2/3: We are learning to write Information 
Reports, focusing specifically on the difference 
between facts and opinions, using topic specific 
vocabulary and organising information into 
paragraphs. 
 
Year 4/5: Wow, we have been really busy in our 
class. Word of the Week: Each week one student 
gets to choose a word that expands our 
vocabulary, so far we've had equilibrist, ebullient, 
divergent and abrasiveness. In maths we are 
learning about fractions, decimals and 
percentages (wholes, halves, quarters, fifths, 
thirds and tenths). In technology we have been 
experimenting with some new apps on our ipads; 
Book Creator and ChatterKid. We have also been 
doing some extra practice of our choir songs as 
our assessment is coming up in week 5. 
  
Year 6/7: In English we are looking at 
characterisation and how writers weave 
“personality” into their stories. We have prepared 
and delivered one debate with another coming up 
in 2 weeks. The 13 people involved in Readers 
Cup are quickly trying to read their allocated 
books in time for our annual quiz (where we meet 
up with 8 other schools and nearly 100 students 
to answer questions on the allocated books).  We 
are continuing on our journey into geometry and 
building on our knowledge day by day.  We are 
playing SAPSASA boys’ football and girls’ soccer 
on 24 May, then SAPSASA boys’ soccer and 
girls’ netball Friday 31 May.  As always busy, 
busy.  

Indonesian: Sallie’s class is busy planning and 
making plasticine models of the islands of 
Indonesia. The 4/5 students are reading and 
writing sentences describing what they like to do. 
The younger classes are describing what they 
can see using nouns with adjectives. We are all 
sibuk sekali! (very busy). 
 
Gardening: Our broad beans are in and we are 
now waiting with anticipation for them to sprout 
and start climbing the trellising. The year 3 
students worked together placing bamboo stakes 
at 45° angles to construct a diamond pattern and 

then tied up the joints to strengthen the lattice 
work. 
 
Science: This fortnight we have been quite busy. 
With NAPLAN altering some classes, the students 
were involved in some STEM challenges that 
focused on physics. They were challenged to 
create the tallest tower using only straws and 
plasticine/ modelling clay and also had to create a 
moving object using LEGO. They were put in 
groups of four or five and had to think about the 
design, the structure of the object and be able to 
work as a team. We discussed which people 
would do this in real life. They had some great 
ideas and showed great creativity with their 
designs. Feedback was discussed about whether 
their design worked, the reasons why and what 
they could do differently and better. 
 

   
 
 

   
This week the yr 4-7’s finished off their Biology 
topic from last term by looking at some parts of 
the digestive organs - such as tongue, liver, 
stomach as well as the heart, brain and 
lungs.  They then had to discuss how these parts  
of the body worked.  
The R-3 students started looking at the five 
simple machines - pulley, lever, inclined plane, 

http://www.education.sa.gov.au/awards


screw and wedge. They have started making 
some of the machines - lever and inclined plane.  
 
PE/Health: The classes have continued their 
learning on basketball and have the skills of how 
to shoot the basketball into the net using the 
B.E.E.F. technique (Balance - of feet, Eye on 
target, Elbow - how to hold your elbow and Flick 
of the wrist). They have continued on working on 
dribbling and passing skills and played a game of 
number basketball. 
 

Upper Primary Choir: Our assessment is coming 
up and we are working hard with our choir 
teacher Monica Hanusiak-Klavens. This is our 
photo we are sending off to the Festival of Music 
to be displayed during the performance. 
 

 
 
 

First Debate 

 
 

On Tuesday 14 May Alastair, Patrick and I had 
our first debate. I was first speaker, Patrick was 
second speaker and Alastair was our third 
speaker. Kayla was our chairperson. 
Our topic was “That corporal punishment should 
be reinstated by the school” and we were the 
affirmative team. We won! 
We debated against East Adelaide Primary 
School. It was both teams’ first debate ever. 
Alastair, Patrick and I were excited as well as 
nervous. Our opponents looked really nervous. 
We are thankful for this amazing opportunity. 
By Charlotte 

 

A note from Mary 
Last week I was at a conference with other Hills 
Pastoral Care Workers, learning about The 
Wellbeing Classroom. The main principle is that 
unless children are emotionally secure and 
feeling socially connected, academic learning can 
be very difficult. We learnt in particular about 
emotion coaching – helping children to name and 
understand what they are feeling before helping 
them to deal with the results of that emotion. 
Parents too, can be great emotion coaches. 
Watch this space for more about this subject. 
Mary 
 

OSHC News 
Hello everybody 
OSHC has been busy with Andrew away; you 
may have seen some fresh faces working around 
the service! 
We have been having a blast with fun afternoon 
experiences suggested by the children like Block 
Battleships, Origami, and creating many movies 
on the iPad   
Also, we would like to remind everyone to please 
exit OSHC through the main doors (off the 
kitchen) when collecting your children in the 
afternoons; please do not use the red front office 
door. This is just for school security and helps 
keep us all safe at OSHC   
See you around & keep warm! 
-OSHC team 
 

Kindy News 
The Uraidla & Hills Community Kindy is now 
taking enrolments for 2020. Give them a call on 
8390 1216 or drop in for more information. 
 

Community News 
 

 


