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Dates To Remember 
Queen’s Birthday Holiday   Mon June 10 
P&F Meeting – 7pm    Wed June 12 
Governing Council – 7pm   Mon June 17 
Yr 1/2 & 2/3 Tailem Town Excursion Tues June 18 
Pyjama Day        Fri June 21 
Disco 6 – 7.30pm             Thurs June 27 
Pupil Free Day       Fri June 28 

Emotional Grit 
Last newsletter I talked about how important it is 
for us as adults to develop grit in children by 
stepping back and allowing them to struggle, so 
they develop the confidence to solve problems by 
themselves.  
 

But how does this relate to getting along with 
others?  
 

When we counsel students who are not getting 
along at school, we try to get them to consider 
others’ feelings and come up with the solutions, 
eg “What do you think you could do differently?” 
“What would you like to ask the other person to 
do differently in future?” I am always impressed 
by the maturity of responses and the high level of 
understanding students have in these situations, 
and the empathy they show for others, when I sit 
back and let them do most of the talking.  
 

Sometimes students understandably continue to 
feel upset about what has happened, even after 
the situation has been resolved. I know from 
experience just how hard it is for parents to know 
what to do when they see their children come 
home feeling unhappy about their friendships.   
 

When children are upset, although it is difficult, 
sometimes the best thing we can do is simply 
allow them to sit with uncomfortable feelings. 
They need to know it is natural to experience all 
sorts of feelings in life. If they get the message 
that they should be happy all of the time, they can 
worry there is something wrong with them and 

start to feel anxious about feeling sad, unhappy or 
angry. It is more helpful if we can reassure them 
that we also experience these feelings 
sometimes, and teach them strategies to cope, eg 
slow breathing, distraction, exercise, a good 
night’s sleep.  
 

When children are able to find ways to process 
their feelings and make their own decisions about 
how they will manage their friendships, they are 
well on the way towards successful relationships 
as adults.  
 

Pupil Free Days 2019 
Please take note of the following pupil free days 
and school closure days:   
Friday 28 June - pupil free day ‘visible learning’ 
Friday 13 September – pupil free day 
‘intellectual stretch’  
Mon 4 November - school closure for ‘Day of 
Local Significance’ following Uraidla Show.  
 

Congratulations 
In this newsletter you will see a number of articles 
and photos celebrating the numerous SAPSASA 
events our older students have been involved 
with this term. I’d like to congratulate Sallie Griffin 
and Joc O’Connell for doing a wonderful job 
organising and supervising all of the SAPSASA 
events this term: soccer, netball, football and 
cross country. There is a great deal of work that 
goes into coordinating these events and I know 
the students and families all appreciate the work 
required to make this happen. Thank you!  
 

As always we are so grateful to our parent 
helpers as well, named on the following pages. A 
special thank you to Megan Neindorf and Tenille 
Douglas for coaching.   
 

Congratulations to all of our teams for their strong 
results, excellent behaviour on and off the field, 
teamwork and positive attitude. Special mention 
to Phia Hockham for third place in the State 
athletics – a brilliant achievement!  
 

Biggest Morning Tea 

 
Thank you to staff who together raised $113 to 
support cancer research as part of The Biggest 
Morning Tea last week.  

mailto:Margie.Sarre187@schools.sa.edu.au


Farewell 
We’d like to farewell 
our wonderful 
preservice teachers 
Joc O’Connell in 
Sallie’s Year 6/7 
class and Kate 
Wright in Lizzie’s 
Year 4/5 class. 
We’ve really enjoyed 
having you here; 
you’ve both really 
contributed so much 
and we hope you come back and visit us soon! 

                                    Margie 

Walk Safely to School Day 
Thank you to all the parents who helped with 
Walk to School this morning!  We had a very good 
turnout on a beautiful winter’s morning and the 
students enjoyed their fruit platters on arrival.  

 

Round the Classes 
 

Reception: Our display boards in the hallway 
show our weekly writing task of ‘On the 
weekend…..’ We are beginning to do more of our 
own writing in this task. On our other board we 
are showing the activities we do around a 
Premier’s Reading Challenge book. We share the 
book together and discuss its setting, characters 
and meaning. 
 
Year 1/2: We have been learning about fractions 
and how to share quantities equally. We have 
also been working very hard in music learning the 
difference between beat and rhythm. 
 
Year 2/3: We have enjoyed using a range of new 
apps on the ipads. The apps, including Popplet 
and Chatterkids help us record our learning and 
thinking in fun and creative ways. 
 
Year 4/5: Last week we went on an excursion to 
the Festival Theatre as part of the Dream Big 
Festival. We saw Junk Yard Beats and we have 
been inspired to use body percussion in our 
dance performance, which we will perform in 
assembly this Friday. 
In maths we are working on fractions; we have 
learnt how to add and subtract them and work out 
improper fractions. 
We have also been using Epic, which is a reading 
app; this has audio books, books, videos and 
read to me books. This is helping us with our 
reading and depth of knowledge.  
Come to our assembly this Friday; there will be 
dance, music and singing! 
 

Year 6/7: We are appreciating our last week with 
Joc. Working on our narrative “The Great Balloon 
Race” has provided us with some great 
opportunities to craft our narrative writing. We are 
trying to work on title pages and maps for this  
 
topic as well so we can publish our stories. After a 
geometry test we have found that we have a good 
grasp on angles, triangles and quadrilaterals and 
now are going to transfer our knowledge by 
creating an online quiz for other students to 
complete. We enjoyed our excursion and all the 
sporting events we have fitted into the last two 
weeks (see articles later in this newsletter).   
We will miss Joc and thank him for all the hard 
work he has put into all sporting and classroom 
activities that we have enjoyed in the six weeks 
he has been with us (wow, that went quickly). 
 
Indonesian: The younger classes are busy 
learning and revising Indonesian colour words 
and using them in various activities. The older 
classes have begun learning ‘pandai’ 
(clever/good at) and are writing more complex 
sentences – pandai sekali! 
 
Gardening: "Leaf Lasagne" was on the menu in 
gardening this week! (instructions courtesy of the 
kindy). The students layered wet leaves as 
lasagne sheets and rapid raiser for the filling and 
topped it off by sprinkling lawn clippings as 
cheese – layer upon layer! 
"Leaf Lasagne" is a wet composting method and 
another way to reduce leaf litter and create 
nutrients to be added to the veggie patches. 
The students collect the food scraps each week 
to add to our regular compost bins and worm 
farm. They have been learning about the layering 
process of "wet" and "dry" components when 
composting. 
 
Science: The R-3 students have been revising 
simple machines and simple forces (push and 
pull), identifying moving objects around them and 
have been looking at how electricity moves on a 
circuit board. They have been lucky this week to 
play with the brain box, which looks at creating 
simple electrical circuits. 
During the last two fortnights the year 4-7 
students have been focusing on electricity and 
electrical circuits. They have been researching 
definitions of what electricity is and have been 
identifying some electrical circuit symbols. They 
have had the opportunity to create a battery with 
lemons and potatoes, as well as create simple 
electrical circuits using the brain box equipment. 
 
PE/Health: We have finished our last week of 
basketball this week. Thank you Joc, Sallie’s pre-
service teacher, for taking Sallie’s class in PE. I 
know they enjoyed having you teach them. The 



children continued practising their dribbling, 
passing and shooting skills and even had a go at 
playing a basketball game. The next four weeks 
will be focusing on hockey. 

 
Year 4/5 & 6/7 Dream Big Excursion 

 
On Tuesday 21 May the 4/5 and 6/7 classes went 
on a bus into town to go to the Dream Big 
Festival. The first thing we did was go to a place 
called Playable Cubby Town. It is where you can 
press paintings and they makes sounds. Then we 
went to a show called Box Show. Four talented 
musicians used recyclable objects to make music. 
It was very entertaining and everyone enjoyed it. 
There were a lot of laughs. We had loads of fun 
doing all sorts of other activities after, including 
visiting the State Library for an exhibition about 
the author Phil Cummings. 
We all had a fantastic day! 
By Lily 

 

SAPSASA News 
Athletics 
Hi, for those who don’t 
know me, my name is 
Phia Hockham. On 
Monday 20 May I went 
to the South Australian 
Athletics Day to 
represent the Hills 
district in running. I was 
very surprised by how 
many people were 
there. After a few hours 
I had my first relay 
race. My brilliant coach 
said I ran like a ROOSTER and we came 3rd. My 
dad (Ian) thought it was time to go and I told my 
coach but he told me that we were in the finals 
and there’s still another race to win! I was 
surprised that we were in the finals because in 
our race someone had dropped the baton. Dad 
and I had to wait another few hours for our race. 
We came third and I got a medal. 
By Phia 
 
Football 
Two weeks ago on 24 May, the year 5/6/7 boys 
travelled to Mt Barker oval to have our SAPSASA 
knockout carnival. In our first game we lost to 
Meadows but in our second game we beat Mt 
Barker South. We did not make it through to the 
next round but everyone had a great day. 

Our goal scorers were Axel and Alastair both with 
2 each, Cooper with 1 and a student from Mt 
Barker who filled in for us got a few as well. 
A huge thank you to Joc, our coach who put his 
time and effort into training us and driving, along 
with Ryan’s mum Nicole and Alastair’s mum Mell. 
By Will 

   
 
Boys’ Soccer 
On Friday 31 May the boys’ soccer team 
competed in a soccer tournament at Bradbury. 
This tournament had 2 matches that were against 
Bridgewater and Aldgate. We lost against 
Bridgewater 1-3 and we won against Aldgate 7-2. 
Our team had year 5,6 and 7 students. 
Thanks to the players for performing well on the 
day. Also thanks to Jodie Quandt and Nicole 
Melville for driving our players to the matches. 
Thanks to the Norton Summit players for playing 
for our school, and a special thanks to Joc 
O’Connell for coaching and transporting on the 
day.   
By Noah 

 
 
Netball 
On Friday 31 May Jessie, Ella, Charlotte, Esther, 
Lily, Izzy, Kayla, Jade and myself played 3 netball 
games at the Uraidla Netball Courts. The other 3 
schools we played against were Woodside, 
Bridgewater and Crafers. Our first game was 
against Woodside (the team that went through to 
the next round). We lost 12-8 but we were only 
down by one goal at three quarter time. Our 
second game was against Bridgewater. We lost 
21-12 but played really hard and enjoyed 
ourselves. In our final game against Crafers we 
won by 9 goals. We enjoyed lots of treats 
throughout the day and spending time with each 
other.  



Thank you to Tenille Douglas for coaching us and 
providing food, Shelley Hunter for being our 
umpire for the day, Shane Irvine for organising 
and supporting us all day and Lee Playford for 
scoring and timing. Thank you also to Mrs 
Measday’s, Katie’s and Mrs Tume’s classes and 
all the other parents who came out to support us. 
By Tilly 

 
 
Girls’ Soccer 
On Friday 24 May the girls’ soccer was held on 
the Uraidla oval. We all had a ball playing 2 
games against Aldgate and Gilles Street Primary, 
who came out on top by 1 goal. We won our first 
game against Aldgate 2-1 but only just lost to 
Gilles Street 4-3. Our team was made up of year 
5,6 & 7 students.  
Thanks to Megan Neindorf for coaching on the 
day and all the parents for coming out and 
supporting the team. We also enjoyed having the 
junior primary classes cheering us on.     By Kayla 

 
 
Cross Country 
On Tuesday 28 May Jade, Tilly, Jamill, Ryan and 
myself competed in the 3km cross country event 
at Woodside. Despite the terrible weather 
conditions we all pushed through and did well. 
Jamill and Ryan competed in the 13 year old 
boys’ race, Jamill finished 8th and Ryan 14th out of 
50. Tilly ran in the 13 year old girls’ race and 
came 2nd out of 30. Jade and I competed in the 12 
year old girls’ race, Jade came 5th and I came 6th 
out of 40. Tilly, Jade and I made the top 6 for the 
Hills and are now going to compete in the State 
finals at Oakbank on 6 June.         By Madi 

 
The Cross Country Team 

 

Debating 
On Tuesday night Madi, Kayla and I debated for 
the first time at Pulteney Grammar against 
Pulteney Grammar. The topic for our debate was 
that “the banning of handing out birthday 
invitations has gone too far”. We were the 
negative team, Kayla was first speaker, Madi was 
second speaker and I was third speaker. 
Unfortunately we lost the debate but it was a 
great experience and now we know what to 
expect on our next debate.     By Jade 
 

 
 

A note from Mary 
More about emotion coaching: Sometimes when 
our children’s behaviour is driving us nuts, it is 
hard to focus on the emotion behind it. However if 
you can show your child that you understand the 
emotion they are feeling you may find it’s easier 
to negotiate about the behaviour. The reason for 
this is that recognising and empathising with an 
emotion makes a strong connection with your 
child. An example: Billy is whining about 
everything before school. You say “Billy it sounds 
like you are sad and worried this morning.” Billy 
may deny it. You ask, “Is something bothering 
you?” This may lead to tears and an explanation, 
which you can then help Billy to brainstorm 
solutions for.           Mary 
 

OSHC News 
We have been having a blast with fun afternoon 
experiences suggested by the children like 
Fashion Icon Day, Self Portraits and Football & 
MineCRAFT afternoon    
The July Vacation Care program will be coming 
out very soon so do keep an eye out for that! 
Once it is out we can start taking bookings for the 
holidays  See you around & keep warm! 
-OSHC team 


