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Dates To Remember 
Debate No 3    Tues June 25 
Chess and Reader’s Cup             Thurs June 27 
Disco 6 – 7.30pm             Thurs June 27 
Pupil Free Day       Fri June 28 
Percussion Concert     Tues July 2 
Year 6/7 Tuckshop         Fri July 5 
Term 2 ends @ 2.20- Assembly 1.50       Fri July 5 
Term 3 starts @8.50    Mon July 22 
 

 

STEM learning  
This week I’d like to tell you the story of how I 
discovered the best way to teach students to 
program robots at school. About 
a month ago I ordered this set of 
Sphero robots, and they sat there 
for 2 weeks while I was trying to 
find time to learn how they 
worked in order to teach students 
how to use them.  
 
Then I was fortunate to attend the EDUTech 
conference in Sydney with Kelly Charlton, our 
science teacher. EduTECH is an international 
congress for educators to gather together to learn 
and be inspired by innovative ideas in teaching, 
with a particular focus on digital technologies 
such as robotics, drones, 3D printing, Artificial 
Intelligence and Virtual Reality for teaching STEM 
(Science Technology Engineering and Maths).  
 
STEM is a growing focus for our school, with 2 of 
our teachers Carol Measday and Lizzie Kemp 
taking on a STEM500 project with other teachers 
from around the state over the next 18 months.  
 
Although I have a real interest in digital 
technologies, I don’t confess a great deal of 
expertise, so I found myself out of my depth in a 
workshop when Kelly and I were given a Lego 

Spike kit and a task 
sheet challenging us to 
create a motorised 
vehicle and computer 
code it to compete in a 
Tug of War with another 
team’s vehicle, with no 
instruction. After 5 
minutes looking blankly at the kit, we decided to 
start experimenting. We tried various elements, 
seeking and giving assistance to others around 
us when faced with various 
challenges long the way. Much to 
my amazement, we managed to 
complete the task on our own and 
even won against another vehicle!   
 
We both found the experience completely 
engaging, and learned so much more than we 
would have if the presenters had explained to us 
in detail how to complete the task first. This was a 
really important lesson for me, in terms of 
introducing children to new digital technologies.  
 
On the strength of this 
experience, when I returned to 
school I immediately handed over 
the Spheros kit that had been 
sitting in my office to some Year 
7 students who had been asking 
about coding opportunities. 
Within 50 minutes they had 
worked out how to operate, code 
and manipulate the Spheros in a 
variety of ways.   
 
So… I discovered that sometimes the best way to 
teach students, especially in digital technologies, 
is to not teach them at all, rather let them explore.  
 

Pupil Free Days 2019 
Please take note of the following pupil free days 
and school closure days:   
Friday 28 June - pupil free day ‘Visible Learning’ 
Friday 13 September – pupil free day 
‘intellectual stretch’  
Mon 4 November - school closure for ‘Day of 
Local Significance’ following Uraidla Show.  

 

School time changes  
A reminder to all families that the school start and 
finish times are changing in Term 3, to suit the 
majority of families surveyed earlier this term:   
 

Start of yard supervision  – 8:30 am 
Start of school day   – 8:50 am 
Finish of school day   – 3:10 pm 
Finish of yard supervision  – 3:30 pm 
 

Assembly times on Fridays  – 2:40-3:10 pm  

Our winning design!  

Riley coding a Spheros 
with the iPad 
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Disco 
We look forward to seeing lots of students at the 
Disco next Thursday night, before our pupil free 
day on Friday! I’d like to thank the Parents and 
Friends for creating this fun opportunity for our 
students.  

                                    Margie 
 

Round the Classes 
 

Reception: Our weekly sharing topics this term 
are focused on our theme of landscapes. So far 
we have shared our favourite animals that inhabit 
some of those landscapes. 
We were very lucky last week to have Joseph’s 
mum who is a lecturer at Flinders Uni come in 
and tell us about the elements of landscapes and 
share her photos. Thank you Rebecca. 
 
Year 1/2: We have been learning about history 
past and present. We really enjoyed our 
excursion to Old Tailem Town and have been 
busy consolidating this learning. 
 
Year 2/3: We are learning about time in maths; 
reading the hour and minute hands and 
converting analogue to digital time. We have also 
made fantastic landscape collages with the 
Reception students.  
 
Year 4/5: This week we are working on 
persuasive writing, our topic is Stop Polluting Our 
Oceans. Students had to brainstorm their own 
arguments and then conduct some further 
research to use in their persuasive writing.  
In War On Waste students have decided the 
school needs a more uniformed approach to our 
rubbish and recycling processes. They are 
currently designing information posters about 
what belongs in each type of bin (general waste, 
recycling, organic, 10c recycling and soft plastic). 
In maths students are learning about money. We 
are investigating budgeting, designing and buying 
items for a possible project we are hoping to do in 
time for Christmas (Shoeboxes of Love - for 
children who are less fortunate than us). 
 
Year 6/7: We are using the 5 senses to add depth 
to our writing.  After brainstorming some fabulous 
vocabulary choices we do a five minute "quick 
write" then students are encouraged to locate 
"good" writing choices in each other’s work.  
In maths we are looking at fractions, decimals 
and percentages...one of the big challenges was 
to solve an addition "magic square" with large 
numbers.  
We are nearly finished our War on Waste posters 
that will go on bins in the classroom. We miss 
Joc! 

 
Indonesian: The 1/2s and 2/3s have been busy 
writing their own books using all the words from 
this term – they look great! The Receptions have 
made some fabulous paper chains to revise 
colour words. Lizzie’s class is creating quizzes 
using Indonesian facts and language and our 
plasticine model of Indonesia is starting to take 
shape thanks to Sallie’s students. 
 
Gardening: After making leaf lasagne outside, 
the natural progression was to make veggie 
lasagne inside. Katie’s 1/2 class sliced, chopped 
and stirred their way to a delicious dish this week. 
 
Science: The Rec-Year 2s have continued their 
learning about simple machines and how they 
work and have been identifying them around the 
environment. They have been learning about 
electricity and how electric energy works. They 
have been playing with circuit boards and 
experimenting with how electric circuits flow. 
 
The year 4-7 students have been continuing their 
learning about electricity and have been revising 
terms they have learnt this term. They had to go 
back through their books or research information 
on the internet to find out what is energy, 
electricity, an electric circuit, friction and force and 
write and draw the six simple machines. 
 
PE/Health: We started hockey last week and so 
far the students have learnt how to hold the 
hockey stick, how to be safe, how to control the 
ball with dribbling and passing and how to shoot a 
goal. 

 

Festival of Music news 
A couple of weeks ago I 
auditioned for a really important 
role that only 24 kids in the 
state could get. This audition 
was for the host role, the hosts 
are what make the Festival of 
Music entertaining. The choir 
sings and the hosts act. 
The audition was held at Klemzig Primary School 
and lasted for about 3 hours. We had to read 
scripts in small groups and act out a performance. 
A week after the audition I found out I got one of 
the 24 host roles. I was ecstatic when I found out 
that I made it. Now I just have to wait to see who 
I’m in with and what night I’m on.  
By Izzy 

Pedal Prix  
On Sunday we had Pedal Prix at Victoria Park 
racecourse. Our team was made up of students 
from Uraidla and Norton Summit Primary Schools. 
We had to set up a tent and a big table of food 
because we were there for 6 hours. The race 



went from the beginning of the day until when the 
sun was nearly setting.  
We had to get into the car really quickly in the pits 
and then merge into the race. We each got two 
turns in the car. It was hard to push and we had 
to be wary of our surroundings because there 
were lots of other cars trying to get past each 
other. We did 79 laps of the racecourse.  We had 
a speaker in the car so our manager (my dad) 
could tell us what to do.   
We have another race coming up soon and I 
hope it all goes as well as this one did!   
By Zane  

 
 

1/2/3 Tailem Town Excursion 
On Tuesday June 18, Stephen and Katie’s class 
went on an excursion to Old Tailem Town. The 
students got to explore the town and learn about 
what life was like before computers, electricity 
and mobile phones. They got to explore an old 
hospital, and old jail, dentist, school plus many 
old shops and houses and even a cinema.  It was 
great to see the students asking lots of questions 
and they were all able to explain what they had 
learnt when we returned. 

          
 

   

 

SAPSASA Cross Country 

On Thursday 6 June Madi, Jade and myself raced 
at the Oakbank Racecourse for the state cross 
country event. We ran in the Hills representative 
team which was made up from the top 6 

participants of each age and gender from the 
earlier Woodside race. Madi and Jade raced in 
the 12 year old girls section which contained 162 
participants. Jade came 30th and Madi came 40th. 
I raced in the 13 year old girls section which had 
184 participants. I came 15th. 
We all loved wandering around the grandstands 
with our teammates where there were heaps of 
food trucks and souvenirs to buy. Thank you to 
Megan Neindorf and my grandparents, Helen and 
Phil Bilsborrow for providing transport and 
supporting us during the races. The three of us 
really appreciated the opportunity and even 
though we were exhausted afterwards, would 
love to do it again! 
By Tilly 

Library News 

 
You may have noticed the new seating in the 
Library. These red seats were purchased with 
some of the money we made from the Book Fair 
held in Term 1. As you can see from the picture 
above they have proved to be very popular. 

 

Walk Safely to School Day 

 
 

 



A note from Mary 
When we experience strong emotions, we need 
to be careful what we say and how we say it, or 
we can say things we later regret. Our instinct is 
to express our thoughts strongly in attack of 
someone or in defence of ourselves! Sometimes, 
as adults, we are able to dampen this impulse! 
Children who are just beginning to understand 
their big emotions, also need to learn this skill. 
Speaking in an angry way when we feel 
threatened will often make the situation worse (it 
makes the opponent want to fight back), and it 
definitely makes the speaker feel bad. It can also 
damage a friendship, so it is worth learning skills 
to communicate effectively in such situations. 
Kirrily Smout's blog addresses this issue, and 
gives some valuable strategies to use with young 
people. You can look it up online or ask me for a 
copy if you would like to know more. 
Mary 

OSHC News 
Hello everyone! Andrew is back working at OSHC 
again after his work placement, and we are happy 
to see his smiling face again! We have also been 
enjoying our afternoon program experiences 
inspired by the children’s interests such as 
Minecraft Crafts, Footy & lots of dress ups!  
Attached to this week’s newsletter we have our 
July Vacation Care Program, yay! This means we 
are ready to take bookings so please come see 
us, or send us a text/email to book your child/ren 
in   
A reminder too about the upcoming Pupil Free 
Day on Friday 28/6 (week 9); OSHC is able to run 
a full-day care session like we have before, but 
we need sufficient interest to actually open for the 
day. So if you need OSHC on that Pupil Free Day 
then please book in & we will get it set up!  
-OSHC team   

 

Woolworths Earn and Learn  
The Earn and Learn promotion finishes on 25 
June so we would like to get all sticker sheets in 
by the end of next week. If you need more sticker 
sheets come and collect them from the Front 
Office. If you have incomplete sheets bring them 
in and we will endeavour to fill them. 

Community News 

 
 

 
 

 


