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Dates to Remember 
Term 3 starts @ 8.50    Mon July 22 
Walk a Mile in my Boots   Mon July 29 
P&F Meeting @ 7pm    Wed July 31 
SAHMRI Excursion      Mon Aug 5 
Gov. Council       Mon Aug 5 
Pupil Free Day       Fri Sept 13 
 

 

 

Under water  
What a fortnight it has been! In case you missed 
it, when Andrew arrived to open OSHC at 7 am 
last Monday morning, he immediately could hear 
water running and noticed some of the lights 
weren’t working. Once he shone his phone into 
the hallway he was shocked to discover the entire 
bottom section of the school completely flooded.  
 
The phone call I received from him immediately 
after informed me, “I’m afraid it’s very, very bad!” 
And yes, it WAS bad! During the weekend the 
pipes above the ‘big girls’ toilet had frozen and 
then burst, filling the roof cavity with water. Since 
this happened on the weekend and no one was at 
school to notice, the water continued to flow until 
the ceiling eventually gave way, allowing the 
water to flood the hallways, art room, all 4 
classrooms in that section of the school and the 
Hall / OSHC.    
 
I was reassured to discover that our emergency 
procedures worked as practised - our bulk SMS 
service allowed me to alert all families right away 
from my computer at home, and amazingly most 
families were able to find other arrangements for 
their children that day at short notice.  
 
We had a fun day with one delightful class of 14 
students. But… what a mess!! It looked like it 
would take all week to clean up, but thanks to a 

tireless crew of tradesmen who worked to make 
safe the common areas, mop up the water and 
remove ruined carpets, and to the staff who 
removed damaged items on the day and then 
arrived very early before school to set up their 
classrooms again, we were able to open as usual 
on Tuesday. 
 
Once again the strong community spirit of this 
school was highlighted by the way everyone 
rallied together to manage this event. I’d like to 
thank: 

 families for your support and many offers of 

assistance 

 Christina Blefari for stepping in and 

vacuuming the classrooms before students 

arrived on Tuesday morning  

 Katie’s dad Bob for helping us move 

furniture 

 students for their patience and for being so 

helpful and sensible  

 teachers for being so calm and positive, and 

spending extra hours to make their spaces 

workable for the students.     

One positive spin is that thanks to this we will 
have all new carpets installed in the holidays!  
 

Disco 
Fortunately despite the 
flooding, we were able to 
go ahead with the school 
disco last week. We were 
amazed how many ‘movie 
characters and celebrities’ 
showed up!  We all had 
a wonderful time and 
would like to thank very 
much the Parents and 
Friends for organising this event for the students and 
supervising and serving food. We enjoyed your 
costumes too! Thank you also to Stephen for assisting 
with music.  
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Reports 
Semester 1 reports were sent home this week for 
all students. Please take the time to read through 
the report with your children and to discuss their 
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progress and goals for the rest of the year. If you 
have any questions about the grades or 
comments, your child’s teacher will be happy to 
discuss this with you.    
 

 School time changes  
A reminder to all families that the school start and 
finish times are changing in Term 3, to suit the 
majority of families surveyed earlier this term:   
 

Start of yard supervision  – 8:30 am 
Start of school day   – 8:50 am 
Finish of school day   – 3:10 pm 
Finish of yard supervision  – 3:30 pm 
 

Assembly times on Fridays  – 2:40-3:10 pm  
 

Behaviour processes 
The staff have recently been working through 
processes to support children with their behaviour 
at school. We see every instance of inappropriate 
behaviour as an opportunity for learning, and we 
use a ‘restorative justice approach’ to help 
students to reflect on their choices, and to solve 
differences with others, asking questions such as: 

 How do you feel about what happened? 

 How do you think the other people involved 

feel? 

 What needs to happen to make things right? 

 What would be a better choice next time? 

Most incidents are dealt 
with through counselling 
and reminders of better 
choices, and we find our 
students try really hard to 
do the right thing.  
 
For matters of persistent or 
more serious incidents (eg 
hurting others, swearing, 
disrespect) we have 
decided to trial using a ‘behaviour card’ system to 
record students’ reflections and to communicate 
with parents. If your child brings home a 
Behaviour Card, please use this opportunity to 
discuss with your child what happened and 
support them to make better choices.  
If you have any questions about this system 
please feel free to contact me for a chat.  
 
Finally, I wish all students and families a 
wonderful holiday. I am off to Canada to see my 
family and enjoy a bit of sunshine.  See you all 
in Week 2 next term!  

                                    Margie 

Skoolbag 
Skoolbag was updated earlier this year and if you 
haven’t already done so please update your app. 

You also should have updated the groups your 
child is involved with. 
In between newsletters this is our main means of 
communication with families and is useful for any 
last minute information we need to send out. 
If you are not sure how to update or if you don’t 
have Skoolbag please see Sara or Di to collect an 
instruction sheet. 

Round the Classes 
 

Reception: This term has been very busy, with 
lots of learning. We have worked with our Buddy 
class on landscapes, finished our Jolly Phonics 
sounds and used the iPads as a different tool for 
learning. The flood gave us the opportunity to 
design a clean up machine. Next step may be to 
design an anti pipe bursting machine! 
 
Year 1/2: We have been starting to learn about 
fairy tales. So far we have read Little Red Riding 
Hood and Pinocchio. 
In maths we have been learning how to tell the 
time. This week we have enjoyed our ‘half way 
through the year’ reward of making bird houses. 
 
Year 2/3: We have made donation boxes that 
incorporate our knowledge of persuasive writing 
for our learning of the RFDS. In maths we are 
learning about plotting fractions on number lines. 
Lots of kids had fun at the disco last Thursday 
night. 
 
Year 4/5: This week students handed up their 
Book Reports. They self-assessed, peer 
assessed and received teacher feedback. These 
were very impressive, with lots of work and effort 
put into their reports. 
In writing students have created a whole class 
persuasive writing assessment form. Students will 
be able to assess themselves and work on areas 
to improve their writing.  
For WOW (War On Waste) students presented 
and voted on posters which were most effective in 
presenting their information about what rubbish 
belongs in which bin around the school. These 
will be in effect as of next term. Students also 
performed mini skits and plays to demonstrate 
their knowledge.  
With our Shoeboxes of love, students are ready 
to purchase their items and we would like your 
help in taking them to the shops to purchase and 
donate these items. Thank you 
 
Year 6/7: Over the last two weeks we have been 
in "finishing" mode. We have been working on our 
"quick writes" and our focus has been on the 5 
senses. We are hoping to have a display up 
highlighting our great writing with some eye 
catching pictures... please come in and a have a 
look.  The Readers Cup quiz afternoon was fun 
and the students are looking forward to the 



performance night where they have to perform a 
piece that reflects a twist on a fairy tale.  
In maths we are finishing off work, working hard in 
our maths mental groups and trying to get faster 
at our addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division using Numerical Acumen (an online 
competition).  We have enjoyed having Connor 
Withers in our classroom for a week’s work 
experience. Thanks Connor for your hard work.  
 
Indonesian: This week we have been revising all 
the words we have learnt this term with games, 
puzzles and quizzes. The students have also 
watched the DVD ‘Desaku Bagus’ (My Village is 
Great) which is about a family living in a village in 
rural Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
 
Gardening: Brrr! It has been chilly! 
The R/1 students have sprinkled seeds in mini 
glass houses made from milk cartons and then 
‘planted’ them into the veggie patch. This helps 
keep the temperature of the soil a bit warmer to 
encourage germination at this time of the year. A 
bit like a blanket for our seeds! We are hoping the 
sun will pop its head out and shine through the 
plastic and increase the air temperature inside the 
milk carton enough to sprout the seeds. 
 
Science: The last two weeks the students have 
been consolidating their learning from Semester 
1. The yrs 3-7 had to create a quiz where they 
had to look through their science books and come 
up with ten questions or more about Physics and 
Biology (semester 1 learning). It was great to see 
how much they have learnt and remembered. All 
classes got to try to create a bridge using straws 
and sticky tape. We discussed strength, stability 
and structure. Once complete, we tested out each 
bridge (by using weights) by seeing how much 
the bridge could hold. One group’s bridge 
managed to hold 860 grams! WOW!  
 
PE/Health: We finished off the last two weeks 
with number hockey and free-choice games. The 
children had showed so much improvement in 
their hockey and basketball skills through their PE 
lessons. 

Debating 

 
On Tuesday 25 June Sam M, Riley and I debated 
at Pulteney Grammar against Highgate Primary 
School. Our topic was that “Schools should have 
dogs as a stress relief.” We were the negative 
team and had a lot of good points. Unfortunately 
Highgate had more rebuttal and we lost, no one 

from our team got best speaker but we all gave it 
a great go and had fun. 
A massive thanks to Charlotte Irvine for 
timekeeping our debate! 
By Ryan 

Chess 
 On Thursday 27 
June we went to 
Norton Summit 
Primary School to 
compete in a chess 
competition with 4 
other schools. We 
played 7 rounds of 
chess each, and 
Uraidla won by 1½ 
points against Norton Summit. 
The other schools were: Norton Summit, 
Paracombe Primary School, Basket Range 
Primary School and Lenswood Primary School. 
There were 53 kids in total. 
Phia tied with another girl from Norton Summit, 
they scored the most points in the tournament. 
The chess team was Phia, Alastair, Riley, Will, 
Cooper, Marley, Zane, Sebastian, Ella, Sam J 
and I. We all had a lot of fun and can’t wait for the 
tournament next term. By Patrick 
 

SAPSASA Footy 
After trialling for the Hills SAPSASA footy team, 
Will and I successfully made it into the team. Two 
weeks ago from 17 to 20 June Will and I went to 
West Beach for 4 days and played 9 games of 
football. We only won 2 games and drew 1 but we 
had a lot of fun. We got to meet new people and 
learn things from a different coach. We had a 
great time! By Cooper 
 

Readers Cup 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Last week on Thursday 27 June the 3 Uraidla 
Readers Cup teams consisting of 13 year 6/7 
students drove to Crafers Primary School to 
compete in the Readers Cup quiz afternoon. We 
were there for about 1½ hours and answered 
various questions on all the 6 books that we had 
read. These were; Storm Boy, Malala, 
Summerlost, Inheritance, His Name Was Walter 
and The Golden Door. 
We were all very happy with how we had 
answered on the test and can’t wait to find out the 
results after our performance piece in August. 
By Sam M 
 

SRC News 
On Monday 29 July (week 2) we will be “Walking 
a Mile in My Boots” for the homeless people in 
South Australia. 
We will be asking for donations of: toiletries, 
underwear, socks and canned food. These will be 
given to the Hutt St Centre. 
The walk will take place from 9.30am and we will 
walk around the block from the school, going 
along Swamp Rd, up Parish Hill Rd, down Days 
Rd and back to school via Greenhill Rd and the 
oval. Parents are welcome. 
Please bring your donations for the Hutt St Centre 
on the day. 
 

A note from Mary 
I hope you are all looking forward to the holidays 
as much as I am. My husband has already been 
on holiday for a week, so having seen him sleep 
in, I'm really ready for my turn. 
Holidays are a good time for both work and play. I 
have a bit of each on my list, as well as some 
unallocated time. It is good for children to have 
some of each too. Children need to feel needed 
as part of the family, even though they may 
complain loudly about it. So, try to make some 
plans as a family to get some necessary work 
done, do it together so it is more fun, and then 
plan something fun together to celebrate 
achieving it. 
Children's self-esteem is enhanced when they 
truly get to contribute to the well-being of the 
family, so try to make sure what they do is real 
and necessary. 
Whatever you do in the holidays, I hope it is a 
safe and happy time for you all. 
Mary 

OSHC News 
Holidays are nearly here & we are so excited for 
our upcoming Vacation Care! We have been 
taking your bookings and places are filling up fast; 
so if you haven’t booked in yet please let us know 
soon.  
Also our Tuesday afternoon sessions have been 
filling up each week and sadly we have been 
turning away some last-minute bookings. So if 
you think you would like your child booked in on a 
Tuesday we would recommend sending us a 
message as soon as you can to secure your 
place  Have a fantastic break everyone! 
-OSHC team   
 

Community News 
 

Fungi Fun in the forest 
Kuitpo Forest Reserve 

 
Tuesday 16 July 

Sessions at 10.00 am and 11.30am 
Join fungi experts from the Natural Resources SA 
Murray-Darling Basin 
to learn all about the 
fascinating world of 
mushrooms and more! 
The event is for 
families with children 
with an interest in 
fungi, wildlife and the 
outdoors. 
Take part in a walk 
through the forest to 
discover amazing fungi 
species, then make 
your own fungi models 
to take home. Register via Eventbrite. Places are 
limited 

 

 


