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Dates to Remember 
Choir at Magic Millions   Tues 20 Aug 
Chaplaincy support group 7.30pm  Tues 20 Aug 
 ‘Grit’ parent workshop 6-8pm  Thurs 22 Aug  
Yr 2/3 Aviation Museum Excursion   Wed 28 Aug 
Yr 4/5/6/7 Sustainability Stall       Fri 30 Aug 
Book Week Dress Up Day       Fri 30 Aug 
Father’s Day          Sun 1 Sept 
ICAS Dig. Technologies Exam    Tues 3 Sept 
P&F Meeting 7 pm      Wed 4 Sept 
ICAS Science Exam    Thurs 5 Sept 
Pupil Free Day        Fri 13 Sept  

 
We Love to Read at UPS! 

 
Reading is always a big focus for our learning at 
school, and is one of the main priorities in our 3 
year Site Improvement Plan. What could be better 
for children than to foster a lifelong love of 
reading? Strong reading skills form the foundation 
for all other learning as well, which is why we 
assign reading at home at night for homework, 
both with a family member and independently, 
from Reception through to year 7.  
 
One lovely reading activity we do at school is the 
Early Bird Reading Club, where our Year 6/7 
students read to the Kindy kids before school 
each Tuesday. 
 

 
 

We love to celebrate reading too, and it was 
terrific to see the older students prepare and 
perform in the Reader’s Cup last week at Crafers 
Primary School (see page 3), showing their twists 
on fairy tales. Well done to Sallie who MC’d!   
 
We are also getting excited about Book Week 
coming up in Week 6. The teachers have lots of 
activities planned to celebrate great books, 
including a whole school invented story, class 
displays of their favourite books, and of course 
Book Week dress up day on Friday August 30th. 
This year we are inviting students to dress up as 
a character from their favourite book.  
 
It has been great to see 
students setting their own goals 
in reading too. Tegan has set 
her own reading goal for this 
term: “I will find evidence in 
reading comprehension to help 
me answer the questions 
correctly, by the end of Term 3”.   
 
You may like to talk to your children about what 
you are reading, and emphasise why you enjoy 
reading too.  
 

GRIT Parenting Workshop  
Have you ever wondered how to support your 
child, while also helping to make them 
stronger? Have you ever considered how hard it 
is to get that delicate balance right? We think 
you’ll really enjoy the parent workshop hosted by 
our very own Governing Council NEXT 
THURSDAY August 22nd from 6-8pm by Bill 
Hansberry from Advantage Parenting, the author 
of ‘Raising Beaut Kids’. Bill has presented at 
other Hills Schools and his presentations have 
been overwhelmingly popular. He shares his own 
stories of parenting and helps us to learn 
practical strategies to build resilience and ‘grit’ in 
our children in a fun and engaging way. We really 
hope that you will be able to make it!    
***Prebookings $10 w/ beverage or $15 at the 

door*** Please pay at the office.   
 

Raising Kids with Grit 
Being the Best Resilience Coach for 
your Kids so they can navigate life's 

ups and downs 

Thursday 22
nd

 August 6 - 8pm  

Uraidla Primary School Hall 

PREBOOKINGS $10 for workshop, 
including a glass of wine or soft 

drink~ or pay $15 at the door 

Please contact the front office to sign up and pay.  

Complementary snacks and bar and available following 
the workshop. See you there!    
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Morning Routines 
The new school bell times are becoming routine 
now, and we are enjoying our new school bell 
system too! We finally have an automatic bell, 
which has been a real hit with the teachers.    
 
One issue we are having is with late arrivals. We 
have quite a large number of students arriving 
late to school on a regular basis. This means they 
miss out on the important information given by the 
class teacher first thing in the morning, and front 
office staff need to spend valuable time recording 
lateness and distributing late passes. We also 
notice that for most children it is unsettling and 
causes anxiety when they have to enter the class 
when teaching is already in progress. 
 
We certainly understand the challenges of getting 
a busy family ready in the mornings, but we ask if 
getting here on time is tricky for you, to please 
consider whether there are any changes you can 
put in place in the mornings to ensure students 
get here on time, for example having children 
prepare their lunches the night before, or setting 
the alarm 15 minutes earlier. If child anxiety or 
upset is the issue, I may be able to help, so 
please make a time to see me and hopefully we 
can come up with some solutions together.  
 
Thank you and good luck!   

Margie                        

 
Round the Classes 

 

Reception: We are still continuing to display our 
learning with the Premier’s Reading Challenge in 
the corridor opposite the hall. We only have 3 
books to go. 
In maths we have been studying symmetry. 
Check out our symmetrical pizzas. 
 
Year 1/2: We have been learning about how to 
write narratives. In maths we are discovering new 
ways to measure objects in the classroom. 
 
Year 2/3: We are enjoying our use of digital 
technologies, especially the use of apps on the 
iPads. They allow us to record our thinking in new 
and creative ways.  
For the Social Sciences we have made 
persuasive tourist brochures with the 1/2 class. 
 
Year 4/5: In week 3 we went on a fantastic 
excursion to the SAHMRI centre. Thanks for 
organising, Agnes.  
The year 4/5 class have been reading Dreamtime 
stories and are beginning to act these stories out 
into a play to show at the week 5 assembly. We 
have also finished our model Aboriginal huts. 

In maths we are working on time (12 and 24 hour 
time) and multiplication (x10, x100, x1000). 
In writing we are creating synonym and opposite 
poems.  
In our reading comprehension we are working on 
finding evidence to a question by finding the 
answer within the text.  We are also double 
checking what the question is asking and if our 
evidence matches the question.  

 
We are ready to send off our ‘Shoeboxes of 
Love’. 
 
Year 6/7: Debating, Readers Cup and Numerical 
Acumen are just some of the activities that kept 
our students busy after school. I am really 
enjoying hearing fun facts about Egypt from 
everyone as they get into in-depth research about 
ancient Egypt. We are finishing up our unit on 
percentages with a test and then starting our work 
on probability for Maths. In English we have been 
focusing on Information reports. Ask your children 
if they can explain the difference between an 
active and passive voice.   
Next week I will be away on long service leave 
and Joc O'Connell (who was here as pre service 
teacher) will be taking the class for the week. He 
is now qualified and it will be great to have 
someone who knows the students well.  Please 
note I will not be able to respond to emails or 
class dojos so if you need to contact the school or 
Joc it will have to be via Margie (8390 3209 or 
Margie.Sarre187@schools.sa.edu.au) 
 
Indonesian: The older students are busy using 
prepositions of place to describe the location of 
sea creatures. 
The younger children have learnt actions for all 
our animals and can add colour words to describe 
them too. 
 
Gardening: The broad beans are growing in the 
veggie garden and we have the next lot sprouting 
in glass jars to observe the roots and leaves 
sprouting before planting them out in the garden. 
They are being kept warm in the classroom and 
being sprayed daily. 
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The rain held off for gardening so the year 1 
students braved the chilly weather to pot up some 
seeds, doing jumping jacks in between activities 
to keep warm.  
 
Science: For Science this term we are focusing 
on Earth and outer space. The students will be 
learning about the planets in our solar system. 
There will be a big focus on our moon as it’s the 
50th year celebration of man walking on the 
moon. They will also be learning about what types 
of rocks are on each planet. 
So far the R-3 students have learnt about the 
Sun, Mercury, Venus, Earth and our moon. The 
year 4-5s have been creating a time line on all the 
crewed moon landings. 
 

RECYCLABLE PRODUCTS!! 

For the next couple of weeks in Science, the students are 

going to be creating some space rockets. 

We NEED anything that can be recycled to help us complete 

this task. 

If you have anything recyclable, please drop it into the 

Science room.  Thanks Kelly 

 
PE/Health: This term students are going to focus 
on netball, soccer and touch football. They are 
going to learn the rules and positions of the game 
as well as develop ball handling skills. During the 
last three weeks the students have been learning 
about netball and in the next three weeks they are 
going to be focusing on soccer. 
 

SAHMRI Visit 
The 4/5 and 6/7 classes visited the SAHMRI 
Centre on Tuesday in Week 3. The SAHMRI 
Centre was a blast of fun and we want to go there 
again. We learnt about asthma, heart disease and 
many more cool things. We had an awesome tour 
around the floors and went up the DNA strand 
staircase. We did a lot of cool experiments and 
fun activities like making a DNA strand out of pipe 
cleaners. We thank Agnes Arthur who did a lot of 
work leading up and on the day of the excursion. 
By Taylah and Lucy 

 
 

 

Numerical Acumen Awards 
Night 

Last Tuesday Riley and I went to PAC (Prince 
Alfred College) to attend the Numerical Acumen 
Awards Night. Numerical Acumen is an online 
maths competition where schools compete 
against each other to win awards. The awards for 
schools and classes are Most Motivated Class 
and Most Inspirational Class and the top prize for 
entire schools is the Most Inspirational School. 
The 6/7 class participated in this online 
competition and 3 people from our class won 
awards – Riley, Jade and I. Jade couldn’t attend 
because she was at debating but Riley and I 
went. Riley won awards for improvement and a 
Heel Snapper award for dedication. Heel 
Snappers are the people who almost got into the 
Expert category. I got an award for dedication and 
Jade got an award for performance. On the night 
we learnt about some year 12 maths which was 
quite confusing if you ask me. It was a great 
experience and we all enjoyed it. 
By Izzy 

Reader’s Cup 
This year in Reader’s Cup we had 3 teams of 
students and we had to read these 6 different 
books: Malala Yousafzai, Storm Boy, Inheritance, 
His Name Was Walter, The Golden Door and 
Summerlost. We then had to do a quiz with a few 
questions on each book at Crafers Primary 
School. The second part of Reader’s Cup was 
completing and creating a play that was about a 
twisted fairy tale. Uraidla’s first group was Ryan, 
Lily, Esther and Cooper. The second group was 
Will, Riley, Patrick and Izzy. The third group was 
Jamill, Sam M, Kayla and Charlotte. 
The first group’s fairy tale was based on Little 
Red Riding Hood, twisting it to make Red Riding 
Hood the bad person. Our second group twisted 
their story from The Boy Who Cried Wolf to The 
Wolf Who Cried Boy. Our third group also did 
Little Red Riding Hood but made Red Riding 
Hood’s grandma the bad person. 
Thanks to Sallie for an exceptional job on the mic, 
introducing the questions and introducing the 
plays. By Kayla 

 

 



Debating 
On Tuesday 6 August Jade, Kayla and I had our 
second debate for the year (fourth for the team). 
Unfortunately Kayla couldn’t make it because she 
was sick but thankfully at the last minute Sam M 
stepped in for her. Jade, Sam and I went 
Pulteney Grammar to debate. Our topic was that 
“see-through bins are a good idea.” We were the 
affirmative team. Jade was our first speaker, I 
was the second speaker and Sam was our third 
speaker. We debated against Temple Marion 
Primary School. Some of our points were: that 
see-through bins would encourage recycling 
habits, clear bins would make it easy for people 
who 10c recycle, having clear bins would mean 
dangerous items could be seen and the 
neighbours could see if people put the wrong 
things into their bins. We lost but we had a lot of 
fun.  By Charlotte 

 
University of NSW Educational 

Assessment Australia 
International Competitions and Assessments for 

Schools (ICAS) 
 
Please disregard the link provided in the last 
newsletter and use the updated link below 
 
Go to https://pay.unswglobal.com.au/ 
You will also need the access code which has 
been sent out on the Skoolbag app. 

 

A note from Mary 
The parent library does not only have parenting 
books, it also has books you may like to read with 
your child. Reading a book together can be a 
good way of broaching a problem issue, and 
getting a discussion started. Some of the books 
on the shelf are: "My Mouth is a Volcano" by Julia 
Cook - for that child who doesn't know when to 
stop, "What if everybody did that?" by Ellen 
Javernick - for children who think just them doing 
something a bit wrong doesn't matter, "Stand Up" 
by Lisa Roth and Karen Siris - about standing up 
to bullies to help a classmate, "My secret bully" by 
Trudy Ludwig - about a controlling friend, "Jack's 
worry" by Sam Zuppardi - where Jack learns to 
control his nerves, and "Bidge's Mob" by Gaye 
Dell - which covers difficult access visits to the 
other parent.  
There are other books there too - have a browse. 
Or if you have an issue not covered here, there 
are many books in the student library which can 
be used in the same way - ask Di or me for 
recommendations. 
The parent library is on the cupboard outside my 
room. If you don't already have a borrower 
barcode, see Di to organise it.  
Mary 

Chaplaincy Support Group 
The next meeting of the Chaplaincy Support 
Group will be held on Tuesday 20 August at 
7.30pm in the Staff Room. Any parents interesting 
in coming along to support Mary are very 
welcome. 

 
OSHC News 

Hello everyone! 
As the new term comes in, skies are getting 
sunnier every day! This means our SunSmart 
Hats Policy is back in action and children will 
need to wear hats during advised hours and 
conditions.  
With the Hats policy coming in, we at OSHC are 
encouraging all children who use our service to 
have their own named “OSHC Hat” in their bags, 
specifically for our service. This way the children 
aren’t moving around the school too much with 
their hats which are supposed to be stored in their 
classes/lockers, and there will be less missing 
hats and therefore less missed sunny playtime.   
We have also noticed some children aren’t being 
signed in/out every time by parents. If you could 
please be sure to come up and sign your child/ren 
In or Out at collection and drop-off, that would be 
extremely helpful to the flow of our service.   
 
Child Care Subsidy 
If you have not had your CCS deducted from you 
OSHC or Vacation Care invoice, please confirm 
that you have confirmed their attendance in 
through your MyGov account. This will need to be 
confirmed if your child has not attended for 8 
weeks or more, otherwise you may miss out on 
getting your rebate. 
Keep warm and we will see you all around! 
-OSHC team 
 

Kindy Enrolments 
The Uraidla & Hills Community Kindy needs to 
know numbers for 2021 so if your child turned 2 
before 1 May 2019 and will attend Uraidla Kindy 
please give them a ring on 8390 1216 or 
download a registration form from the website 
https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/uraidla-hills-
community-kindergart 
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