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Dates To Remember 
Adelaide Cup holiday        Mon Mar 9 
Sustainability Fair      Sun Mar 15 
Book Fair          Mon Mar 16 – Fri Mar 20 
Gov. Council        Tues Mar 17       
Casual Day          Fri Mar 20 
Grandparents / Harmony Day         Fri Mar 20 
Learning Conversations             Week 9 
Sports Day                Thurs April 2 

We’re famous!  
Wasn’t it exciting having 
the Channel 7 News 
team visit us here on 
Tuesday!? A big ‘Thank 
You’ to Katie Martin for 
organising for the 
weather to be broadcast 
from our school, in 
response to some of her 
students letting her 
know they felt there was no good news on TV 
(particularly following all the news of the 
bushfires). It was great to see so many children 
and families come along after hours to join in the 
fun.  
 

 
 

 

Collaboration  
Kids are amazing us with their enthusiasm for 
collaboration, our key focus for this term. We are 
seeing evidence of excellent collaboration 
between students all over the place! One activity 
at school which requires a lot of collaboration is 
‘base’ building during recess and lunch. Students 
need to negotiate the building of the bases, the 
rules of play, how to solve disagreements, and 
how to ensure everyone feels included and 
involved.  I am often amazed at the imaginative 
worlds created collaboratively in these bases, and 
although you may not find it in the Australian 
Curriculum… I think it is a very important part of 
their learning at school!  
. 

 

 
 
 

More old scholars! 
Since the last newsletter we have been made 
aware of EVEN MORE old scholars among the 
new Reception parents. They are Sonya Wilson 
(Charlotte), Aaron Carter (Benno), Andrew 
Moulds (Layla) and John Vince (Imogen). I reckon 
our school must be pretty special to have so 
many ex-students choosing to come back here, 
don’t you?   
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Grandparents / Harmony Day  
On Friday March 20 we will be celebrating 
Harmony Day and we would love grandparents 
and special friends of our students to come along 
and join us for Grandparents Day too! Invitations 
will come home soon, but please let grandparents 
know to mark the date. We plan for the activities 
to run from 9:30 to 11:30am. We hope to see you 
there!  

Margie  

Round the Classes 

Reception: We hosted our first assembly last 
week and everyone did a great job. It was a good 
opportunity to show examples of our learning, 
from our sounds and spelling to our numbers and 
our families. We even managed to get some 
exercises into our presentation. 
 
Year 1/2:  We have been learning how to skip 
count. We have also been making timelines in 
history. In literacy we are working on adding more 
details to our recounts. 
 
Year 2/3: We have been learning about number 
patterns in maths, where our challenge has been 
to establish the multiples used to make the 
patterns.  
We have also been learning about timelines in 
history and we have made a personal one of 
ourselves as a starting point. 
 
Year 4/5: Our class is learning about coding. We 
have been using the Ozobots as one form of 
coding. These are robots which work by using 
textas to create a trail for the Ozobot to follow; by 
using different colours and arrangements the 
Ozobot will perform different actions. These 
actions can be ‘slow down’, ‘turbo’, ‘tornado’, 
‘spin’ and ‘go backwards’. Students have to also 
troubleshoot their coding because if they don’t 
draw their code correctly or precisely then the 
robot won’t do what they have asked of it and it is 
back to the drawing board. 
 

 
 

 
 
Year 6/7:  We are continuing with our number 
focus in maths. We are experts at subtracting, 
adding, multiplying and dividing (with longer 
numbers). In our Maths Mental groups we are 
enjoying collaborating with each other to find the 
quickest and most efficient way to work out our 
answers.   
In English we are learning some of the ways that 
authors effectively show and infer a character’s 
personality rather than tell us.  We are continuing 
our in-depth study of persuasive writing such as 
backing up our statements with examples and 
evidence.  
We are enjoying our time using the Spheros in 
design and technology and have shared our 
knowledge of them with Stephen and Katie's 
classes.  
 

Indonesian: The younger students have grouped 
clothing into hot and cold weather outfits. They 
are also learning/revising numbers with songs 
and videos. The older classes have completed 
various translation tasks using the key words and 
structures. 
 
Science: This fortnight we have been busily 
revising what we have been learning so far in 
Biology. The Rec-3s have continued learning 
about life cycles and how different living things go 
through life cycles eg. humans, plants and 
butterflies. The year 4-7s have been looking at 
how living things adapt to their environments. The 
6/7 class has also been looking at how fungus 
grows. 
 
PE/Health: We have started Sports Day practice. 
The Rec-3s have been practising sprints, high 
jump, rob the nest and some ball games. The 4-7 
classes have also been focusing on sprinting. 
They have a coach for the next four weeks from 
Athletics Australia, and so far they have been 
learning how to throw the shot put and discus.  
 
Gardening: The gardening groups are looking at 
seed dispersal. Observation, measurement and 
recording were some of the skills used this week 
along with the usual task of composting. 
Ask your children the difference between active 
and inactive compost. 



SAPSASA Courier Cup 
Swimming 

On Thursday 27 February Eleanor, Aidan, Karim 
and I went to Mountain Pool at Mt Barker for the 
SAPSASA swimming carnival. There were a total 
of 400 kids and 39 schools competing. 
When we did our freestyle relay we didn’t do so 
well but we were up against older kids, so we did 
pretty well from our perspective. 
The first of the individual events was freestyle 
which we all went in. I came 1st in my heat and 3rd 
overall in my age group. Eleanor, Aidan and 
Karim gave it their all. 
The next event was backstroke and only Aidan 
and I went in this event. Aidan came 5th in his 
heat. I came 2nd in my heat and 7th in my age 
group. 
The last was breaststroke and again Aidan and I 
participated. Aidan came 3rd in his heat and I 
came 1st in my heat and 2nd in my age group. 
Because I came 3rd in my freestyle I get to 
represent the Hills in the relay at the State 
Championships at the Marion Leisure Centre. 
We all did a fantastic job and we are all proud of 
each other because we kept going and cheered 
each other on. By Jade 
 

 
 

SAPSASA Boys Tennis  

 
 

Yesterday in SAPSASA boys knockout tennis 
sadly we had a loss, however we enjoyed playing 
and we did the best we could. Our team was 
made up of Alastair, William, James and Lachlan. 
The teams that we played against were Crafers, 
Lobethal Lutheran and Aldgate Primary. Thanks 
to Shane Irvine for supervising our game and 
Katie’s class for their cheering. 
By Lachlan 
 

Sports Day Lunches 
P & F will be running a BBQ on Sports Day again 
this year but we will be organising the orders a 
little differently. Instead of having all of the family 
on one order form we will have individual order 
forms for each child (pink form) and a separate 
form for families eg parents, grandparents & 
younger non-school siblings (all to go on 1 green 
form). This will streamline the process of getting 
everyone fed at lunchtime. 
 

Easter Raffle 
The Parents & Friends will 
be holding our usual Easter 
Raffle which will be drawn 
at assembly on the last day 
of term. We are asking 
each family to donate an Easter related item to 
enable us to make up a variety of Easter Baskets. 
We would appreciate donations as soon as 
possible to enable baskets to be made up. The 
more goodies we get, the more prizes we have.  
As children are often prize winners please be 
mindful of donating prizes that are age 
appropriate. 
We are sending home a raffle book for you to sell 
with this newsletter. Tickets are $1.00 each.  
Please return all books (sold or unsold) by Friday 
3 April. We would also appreciate any donations 
of baskets. Thank you!  
 

Thank you Mel!  
We hope all families are enjoying the Uraidla PS 
school tea towels, aprons and tote bags sold last 
year. All of the kids and staff did a great job with 
their mini self-portraits! Did you know that Mel 
Hunter (mum of Jayda in Year 6) did the design 
for us, free of charge? We’d all like to thank Mel 
for her kind donation of skills and time. Thank you 
Mel!  

Deadlines 
You will be receiving a number of different forms 
with this newsletter, all of them with different due 
dates! Could you please ensure that you return by 
the due dates as late orders may not be accepted 
(especially with uniform orders). 

 
 



 
 

Book Fair 
We will be holding a Book Fair 
in the Library in week 8 
(Monday 16/3 – Fri 20/3). There 
will be lots of books on display 
for you to purchase so 
students, bring your parents 
along before or after school to 
have a look. Be sure to take 
your grandparents along for a 
look on Grandparents’ Day as 
well. 
All sales earn valuable 
resources for our school.   
 

 
 

 
We are all looking forward to this year’s 
Sustainability Fair taking place on March 15, 
adjacent the school on the Showgrounds. 
Students in Years Reception to Year 7 will be 
showcasing and selling their artworks made from 
recycled items. Come along and have a look! 
There is a Kid’s program that includes a Puppet 
Show at 2pm, Bugs and Slugs, Interactive Story 
Telling and craft workshop.  
 
The Parents and Friends are holding a 
fundraising stall selling non-alcoholic homemade 
fruit drinks at the upcoming Sustainability Fair.  
We are seeking donations of washed and frozen 
berries (labelled) and lemons. Please deliver your 
fruit to the gym kitchen on Friday 6 March. We will 
also be seeking volunteers to work a shift at the 
drinks stall. We are trialling an online booking 
system; please sign up for a timeslot via this 

trybooking link https://www.trybooking.com/BIMYJ 

(also sent on Skoolbag). Thank you! P and F  
 

Dogs at school   
A few people have queried whether dogs are 
allowed at school. While we don’t have a firm rule 
around this, we ask families if they are bringing 
their dogs onto the school grounds during school 
hours, to please keep them on a lead, and keep 
dogs away from pathways and play areas. The 
best place to wait with your dog would be on the 
edge of the oval, where children can approach if 
they feel safe to do so. If you are bringing any 
pets to show to your child’s class, please arrange 
this with their teacher in advance.  

 

Community News 

 
 

 
 
 

World’s Greatest Shave 
Miley Packham, one of our year 6 students is shaving 
her head on March 15 as part of the Leukaemia 
Foundation’s World’s Greatest Shave campaign to 
raise money to help find a cure for blood cancer. 
If you would like to donate please search for Miley 

Packham at worldsgreatestshave.com  

https://www.trybooking.com/BIMYJ

