
  

 

 

URAIDLA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER: 

6 November 2020 
17 Kidney Street, Uraidla, SA 5142  
Phone: 8390 3209  Fax: 8390 1048 

Email: margie.sarre187@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

Dates to Remember                  
Piano Concert 6.30pm   Thurs 12 Nov 
Working Bee! 2 - 4pm      Sun 15 Nov 
Aquatics Camp             Mon 16 – Wed 18 Nov 
Kindy Transition Visit 1    Wed 18 Nov 
Kindy Transition Visit 2    Wed 25 Nov 
P&F Meeting 7pm     Wed 25 Nov 

 

3rd Sports Day a Success! 
 

We’re all really happy and relieved that our third 
attempt at Sports Day was rewarded with 
acceptable weather and a great effort by all. 
Congratulations to the champion House Eyre who 
won the very close competition. A real highlight for 
me was seeing how positive and supportive all of 
the students were to one another. We received this 
lovely email from one parent:  

I wanted to pass on my thanks for a truly wonderful 
Sports Day yesterday. The students and teachers 
are a credit to Uraidla Primary School and the 
community. It was a pleasure to hear the Year 6/7s 
cheering each other on, despite being in different 
teams. I also noticed many of the Year 6/7s 
supporting the younger students and were 
always positive in their words towards each 
other…What a brilliant place to work Uraidla 
Primary School must be, our children are blessed! 

 

 

We’d like to thank the Parents and Friends for 
another mammoth effort in catering, and for being 
so flexible in getting things ready…3 times! Thank 
you once again to the Cobbledick family for 
supplying produce for our burgers. Thank you also 
to the large number of volunteers we had from the 
school community, willing to help out on the stall 
and BBQ. Finally I’d like to sincerely thank all 
families for your support and understanding, and 
for sticking around through the inclement weather!     

 

 Planning for 2021 
 

We are starting the process of looking at class 
structures and placements for next year. Our 
enrolments are steadily growing and the big news 
is that we are moving up from 5 to 6 classes next 
year! Our classes next year will be:  
 

Class 1: Reception / Year 1  
Class 2: Reception / Year 1  
Class 3: Year 2/3 
Class 4: Year 2/3  
Class 5: Year 4/5 
Class 6: Year 6/7  
 

We will be moving our extra class into the newly 
renovated and painted transportable building. 
Science will take place in the Hall and Indonesian 
in classrooms. OSHC will still take place in the Hall.  
 
We are already in the process of deciding which 

Our committed House Captains!  
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students will be in which class next year. We place 
students according to their learning needs, and 
also aim to place each student with a friend.  
 
If you have any information you think would help 
us in this process, please let me know within the 
next week.  While we cannot guarantee that all 
requests will be met, we ask that you trust that we 
will do our very best to make the best decision for 
your child. I’m sure you will understand that we are 
not able to take requests for particular teachers; 
luckily all of our teachers are brilliant and are able 
to provide a high quality differentiated learning 
program for the students’ diverse needs and 
abilities! Due to the ‘domino effect’ of last minute 
changes, we are unable to take any requests or 
move students to different classes once they have 
been set, so please do take this opportunity now to 
let me know any issues you would like to bring to 
my attention.  Please email me by next Friday Nov 
13 margie.sarre187@schools.sa.edu.au with the 
subject name: Class placement 2021. 
 

Preparing for a bushfire 
 
As you know, our school has detailed plans in 
place to keep your child safe in the event of a 
bushfire. We have recently been informed by the 
Department for Education that our school and the 
Preschool will now close on catastrophic days, 
to bring us in line with other nearby schools.  
 
The Department has also asked us to share the 
following safety information with you:  
 
To help us keep your child as safe as possible, 
parents and caregivers can prepare for the fire 
danger season by: 

 making a family bushfire survival plan  

 providing us with your up-to-date contact 
details  

 advising the school if your family’s personal 
bushfire survival plan will impact school 
attendance  

 talking to your child about what will happen in 
a bushfire emergency 

 liking the CFS, SES and SAPOL pages on 
Facebook 

 adding the emergency information hotline 
1800 000 279 to your contacts. 

Parents and caregivers should also read and save 
the new bushfire and your child’s school or 
preschool brochure. This resource explains what 
our school/preschool will do on a catastrophic fire 
day or in the event of a fire. Get the brochure by 
clicking the link above (if accessing this 
electronically), or by searching ‘bushfire 
information’ on www.education.sa.gov.au. 
 
 

Our new garden  
Have you seen the entrance to the school lately? 
We are really happy with our new ‘open look’ 
garden at the front of the school. We thank Basket 
Range Stone for their generous discount on the 
stone for the retaining walls, and Ashley Hosking 
and Ian Hockham for removing a section of fence. 
 

 
 

Thank you Parents and Friends!  
The students have all been enjoying our new play 
equipment in the yard. We are very grateful to the 
Parents and Friends who fundraised for 2 years to 
raise the money to pay for this project. What a 
great gift for the students of Uraidla Primary now 
and in the years to come!  
 

 
 

Working Bee 
And finally… the work on our school masterplan 
continues! Can you help? We are having a working 
bee on Sunday November 15 from 2-4pm and 
would love your help! Please bring wheelbarrows, 
spades, gloves and any other gardening tools. 
There will be a variety of cleaning jobs too. Please 
let us know via the front office if you can help, and 
how many. Thank you in advance!   

Margie 
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Round the Classes 
Reception: This term our literacy focus is on 
writing. We are refining our skills in our recounts by 
making sure we are using correct punctuation and 
finger spaces. 
Sports Day was a fantastic day with everyone 
competing and supporting each other. Our yoga 
session at the end was a great way to relax and 
gently warm down. 
 
Year 1/2:  We have been learning about money in 
maths and we have started to learn how to 
calculate change. In literacy we have been starting 
to learn about information reports and are 
discovering new techniques to help us 
comprehend these types of texts. In HASS with 
Mrs Measday’s class we have been learning about 
different celebrations and discovering how other 
people commemorate different events.  
 
Year 2/3: We enjoyed our Sports Day last week – 
lots of fun for everyone. In class we are really 
focusing on Information Report writing. We have 
also been learning about Chance and Probability 
in maths. 
 
Year 4/5: This term we run rotational groups on a 
Thursday. There are three groups: cooking, 
gardening and design and technology. The 
gardening group is run by Jo Higginson. The 
students prepare the school garden beds, look at 
composting, pest management and 
planting. Meanwhile another group is cooking 
tacos this cycle. The design and technology group 
has designed an artwork to go on a pot plant 
sculpture which will be erected in the school later 
this term. 
 

Year 6/7: We have been lucky to have Dan and 
Luka teaching and supporting our class. They have 
run several English lessons, some interesting 
Maths lessons and lots of basketball lessons. Last 
Tuesday we had a fantastic excursion with Peter 
Geers (and some other fabulous locals) who took 
us on a walk on part of the Wine Shanty Track 
where we learned to identify native and introduced 
species. We have pressed some plants and will 
continue our learning in this area next week. Our 
Readers Cup groups performed their items in front 
of a large audience Thursday night (more on this 
next newsletter) and our tennis girls played against 
Tatachilla on Friday morning (again I will update 
you next newsletter). We are on the countdown to 
camp...so please get your notes back as soon as 
possible. Sports Day was fantastic and again I 
marvelled at the way our class supported each 
other.  

Indonesian: Wow! We have some super clever 
kids. Many children are able to count quickly and 
accurately using authentic Indonesian accents – 
well done! The students have brainstormed when 

it would be useful to use numbers. They came up 
with lots of examples including shopping, catching 
buses and trains, birthdays and ages and phone 
numbers. 
 

Science: This fortnight students were assessed on 
what they have learnt so far in Chemical Science. 
The Receptions engaged in the liquid levels 
experiment, where they must guess which liquid 
was the heaviest and which was the lightest. The 
liquids included: milk, lime cordial, lemon 
dishwashing liquid, coconut oil, hair conditioner 
and water. It was quite exciting to see how many 
guesses they got correct. The year 1/2 and 2/3 
classes got to make play dough. They have begun 
completing experiment write-ups where they must 
write the title of the experiment, think about the 
hypothesis (what they think is going to happen), 
read the method (step-by-step instructions) then 
write the results (what happened) and conclusion 
(why did it happen). The year 4/5 and 6/7s have 
been learning about how heating and cooling 
affects matter (solid, liquid and gas). 
 
 

PE/Health: The Reception to year three students 
have begun learning about tennis. We are lucky to 
have Jay from Tennis SA to come and teach them 
some skills. So far, the students have been 
involved in some games that look at balancing the 
ball on the tennis racket, throwing, and catching 
the ball and bouncing the ball using the tennis 
racket. The year 4-7s have begun hockey with Ben 
from the Adelaide Hills Hockey Club. They have 
learnt how to dribble the ball, stop the ball and how 
to control the ball using the hockey stick.  
 
 

Gardening: The 4/5 gardening groups are doing 
some garden maintenance along with clearing 
some space for the totems they are going to 
construct once their pots are ready. 
Building up the soil in between seasonal planting 
was discussed as well as the benefit of adding 
worm castings or manure to prepare the garden 
beds to be ready to plant some summer veggies. 
 

A Note from Emily 
It has been a busy term 4 already; I feel as if the 
weeks are already flying by! What an incredible 
Sports Day we had last Thursday, with so many 
families supporting and the wet weather holding off 
for most of the day. I had so much fun going around 
with classes, watching each event and even joining 
in on the sack race! I want to give a big Thank-you 
to everyone who came, helped out and 
participated at our Sports Day, all staff, families 
and students for making it a wonderful day to kick 
off our term 4.  
I also wanted to let you know that we will be having 
a Vinnies Donation box this term at school until the 
7th of December, please see below for more 
information. Stay Safe   
Emily Morgan   Pastoral Care Worker  



Uraidla Show winners 
Congratulations to Elodie Price and Jessie 
Makings, both winners in the Uraidla Show literary 
section.  Jessie won first prize (13-16 age group) 
for a poem that she wrote about Uraidla (see next 
page) and she used the different senses (hear, 
taste, smell, see) to help us relate to how she feels 
about living in the Uraidla community.  Elodie won 
the 6-8 age group division, and the Champion 
Sash for all Primary Schools, for her delightful 
illustrated poem below about chickens. Well done!   
 

  

 

 
 

Christmas Donations Box 
There is now a box in the front office for donations 
of non-perishable food or Christmassy items 
suitable for a Christmas hamper, which St Vincent 
de Paul Society will collect at the end of term. 

Please think about those people less fortunate 
than ourselves and pop an extra item in your trolley 
when you are shopping. 
 

 
Hamper requests 

The P & F are again hoping to host celebrations after 
this year's Christmas Concert. We are very excited and 
grateful to be able to gather as our wonderful school 
community and celebrate a difficult year.  
This year will break from tradition with families 
gathering on the lawn to watch our children perform, 
and to enjoy some pre-ordered hampers. 
We are seeking donations of any local fruits, breads, 
cheeses, pickles, quince paste, dips etc that could be 
included in this.  
Please contact Kate Griffiths on 0400 277 343 if you are 
able to help, any assistance would be greatly 
appreciated.  

Please let Di know who you are so we can thank 
you! Thank you from all the Parents and Friends. 

 
Second Hand Uniform Sale 

The Parents and Friends will be holding a second 
hand uniform sale on Wednesday 18 November. 
Parents of incoming Receptions will have the 
opportunity to purchase uniforms during the new 
parent gathering in the morning. All other parents 
can visit the stall at the playground gates at pickup 
time. 
Any donations of uniforms in good condition would 
be greatly appreciated, please leave with Di at the 
Front Office. 
 

Community News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We remind families 
that school lunches 
can be ordered for 
Thursdays by 
Maria’s Kitchen 
through the Qkr 
app. Please note 
the cut-off time for 
orders is 4pm 
Wednesdays. 

 
 

 
 
 
 


