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is very much appreciated and is also a
great way to meet other parents!
Participate in school events & fundraisers

And if you do have time to be involved on a regular
basis:
 Join the school’s Governing Council
 Join the Parents and Friends group
 Help out in your child’s classroom or with
garden classes.
2020 Parents and Friends at our end of year celebration

17 Kidney Street, Uraidla, SA 5142
Phone: 8390 3209 Fax: 8390 1048
Email: margie.sarre187@schools.sa.edu.au

Dates to Remember
Adelaide Cup holiday
Pupil Free Day
Governing Council
Harmony Day celebration
Sports Day
Pupil Free Day

Mon March 8
Tues March 9
Mon Mar 15
Fri March 19
Thurs April 1
Tues April 27

Connecting our community
One of the many wonderful aspects of working at
Uraidla Primary is the strong sense of community.
Children also learn the value of belonging to a
‘team’, and learn the sense of personal
achievement and wellbeing that comes from
serving their community. There is even research
showing that when families feel strongly connected
to the school community, their children achieve
better academic results, have higher self-esteem
and improved social skills and behaviour. All of this
is already evident at Uraidla PS!
What does it mean to be ‘involved’ in the school?
We recognise that every family is different, and for
this reason we try to find a variety of ways for
families to feel connected, even if they are unable
to be at school during school hours due to work
commitments. Simply being aware of what is
happening at school, being in email contact with
teachers, participating in fundraisers and attending
school events when possible, contributes to a
sense of belonging to the school community.
We’d love for all families to feel a strong connection
to the school community. Towards this aim we offer
families a number of ways to participate:
 Join our parent Facebook page Uraidla
Primary School Families
 Follow your child’s class Seesaw app
 Download the Skoolbag app to receive
important updates about what’s happening
at school
 Offer to volunteer at school events in the
school year– even helping with one event

It was great to see a number of new faces at our
Parents and Friends meeting last week. Later on
in this newsletter you will find details of some of the
fundraisers they are organising this term; please
support their work for the benefit of the students.
In the spirit of connecting our community, I’m
pleased to let you know that we have decided to
open our assemblies once more to all parents,
Fridays 2:40-3:10pm (odd school weeks) in the
gym. This is a bit of an experiment, so we ask you
to work with us to ensure we are still COVID safe.
Please keep 1.5 metres away from other families.
This may mean standing at the back or outside the
roller door if there is a high attendance at a
particular assembly. Also just a reminder that if you
or your children are at all unwell, we ask you to stay
away from school. Thank you!

Our beautiful grounds

Thank you to Robin Geytenbeek for providing us
with this lovely aerial photo of the school, which he
took as he was passing overhead on a work task.
Aren’t we lucky to have such beautiful grounds,

tucked in amongst bush and productive farmland?
I often feel such gratitude for our surrounds, for the
sake of the students’ wellbeing, and staff too.

Traffic Request
Further to our reminder last week regarding driving
around the oval safely, we’ve been asked to
remind you to please also note that cars are not to
drive off the roadway to avoid the speed humps,
for safety and upkeep of the road.

Pupil Free Day reminder
Please note that there will be a Pupil Free Day
coming up at the end of this long weekend on
Tuesday March 9, for staff professional learning,
and another on the first day of Term 2, Tuesday
April 27. Schools have 4 Pupil Free Days a year for
staff professional learning and one Day of Local
Significance (for us, this will be the Monday
following the Uraidla Show this year, November 8).

Learning Discussions
And here we are, already more than half way
through the term. Unbelievable! Stay tuned for
information about Learning Discussions taking
place in Week 8. This is an opportunity for you to
hear from your children and their teacher about
their progress so far this year, in a 15 minute
meeting. We will send home information about
online bookings via Skoolbag in the coming days.

Margie
Round the Classes
Rec/Year 1 – Mrs Measday: In maths we have
been looking at patterns in shapes and numbers.
We have used lots of different materials to explore
patterns and to make our own. Our favourite
exploration was with the cogs that we pasted onto
black card. They are on display in the hallway.
We have been improving our iPad skills by using
Popplet, sketches and activities on Seesaw. Soon
we will use the magnifying lens to take
photographs of patterns in nature.

Rec/Year 1 – Katie: We have been continuing to
learn our sounds in Jolly Phonics and are starting
to learn how to put these sounds together to make
words and sentences. In maths we have been
learning how to make patterns and write numbers
correctly. Last week we learnt about the Kimochi
Lovey Dove and the importance of being kind and
caring toward others. This week we are learning
about Cloud and how he deals with the different
feelings he faces. We have also been enjoying
learning some new songs as part of the Junior
Primary choir.
Year 2/3 - Stephen: We are working on describing
the setting of our written narratives. We have also
set our personal learning goals for narrative writing
and are now working towards achieving them. We
have also started to really explore the Captain
Cook story for history.
Year 2/3 - Kelly: This fortnight the students have
been continuing with their place value and have
now begun multiplication. We have started looking
at arrays and different ways we can answer some
multiplication tasks.
In writing, we have begun persuasive writing. The
children have had to persuade me why they think
cats are better than dogs and give me three
reasons why they think this.
In History, we are continuing our learning about
Captain James Cook - we have been looking at
maps and important timelines. In Health we have
been looking at nutrition and discussing who we
can trust and who we can talk to.
Year 4/5: We held a choir cluster at Uraidla on
Monday. We had Lenswood and Aldgate primary
schools join us and our choir coordinator was
Cathy from the Festival of Music. The singing was
fabulous.

We have released our praying mantis (alive) and
now have 3 monarch butterfly chrysalises, which
we are watching and waiting for them to hatch.
In maths we are adding and subtracting large
numbers.
In writing we are working on developing our
characters in narrative stories by using interesting
and descriptive adjectives.
Senior Class: We have really unpacked addition,
subtraction
and
multiplication
and
can
acknowledge our strengths and weaknesses in this
area. It can be really challenging when we are

working with multi digit numbers. We have started
reading a class novel "Onion Tears" (and actually
cut up some onions to see what this saying really
means), which will become the basis of our HASS
subject area. I would love you to speak to your
children about the book so far and see what they
think it will be about it (a little hint - refugees). In
English we are continuing to make spelling,
grammar, and punctuation a priority. We have also
started more writing activities and we have been
focusing on revealing character and personality
traits and "feelings".
Indonesian: The older students can now write
fabulous descriptions of Indonesian animals using
verbs and adjectives – bagus! Well done!
The younger students have been introduced to a
story “Budi the Orang Hutan” who discovers lots of
animals in the jungle.
Science & PE: The last two weeks have been
busy in both PE and Science. All classes are
halfway through their respective topics of Physical
Sciences, constantly challenging their thinking by
asking questions and discussing with their peers.
We've enjoyed sunny 25o days over the last two
Thursdays, providing perfect conditions to be
outside for PE. The year 2-7 classes have
continued their focus on Softball, applying their
catching, throwing, and hitting skills into games,
while the Reception/1 classes have begun their
Sports Day practice.
Gardening: The 2/3 students had a look at some
bee keeping equipment: frames from old hives with
some bee wax still intact, wax that is used to set
up a frame ready for a hive, a bee smoker and
some head netting.
"Bee hotels" were decorated and sticks were
collected to accommodate bees and other insects.
We hung the finished hotels in the trees near the
compost bins for now and are expecting some
insect guests soon!

Courier Cup Swimming

On Thursday the 25th of February Savannah,
Marley, Finn, Lara and I got the opportunity to go
to the Mountain Pool in Mt Barker and compete in
the Courier Cup swimming carnival. We all had
tons of fun. The first event of the day was the open
freestyle relay which Savannah, Lara, Marley and
I participated in. We came 3rd out of 4 in our heat.
The second event was freestyle which Finn, Lara
and I competed in. Lara and I both came first in our

heats. I came 6th out of all the 13 year old girls and
4th in Hills district, which means I will go down to
the SA Swim Centre located in Marion and
compete in a girls’ freestyle relay. Lara came
second out of all the 10 year old girls and 1st in Hills
district, so she will also be competing down at
Marion. Finn did really well in his heat and gave it
his best effort. Next up was backstroke which only
I participated in. I came 2nd in my heat and 4th
overall. Then it was time for breaststroke, Marley
Savannah, Lara and I went in this event. I tied 1st
with another girl in my heat and came 4th overall
but 2nd in Hills district. Lara came 1st in her heat
and 2nd overall. Savannah and Marley both gave it
their all and did a fantastic job. At the end of the
day we all had lots of fun and tried our best.
By Jade

Deadlines
As you will see below we have a number of forms
going home with this newsletter and they all have
different due dates. Please make a note of these
dates and ensure that forms are returned on time
as we are unable to process late orders.

P&F Fundraising News
The P&F have a couple of fundraising activities
organised for this term including a Hot Cross Bun
order and the annual Easter Raffle. Order forms
are included with this newsletter for the Hot Cross
Buns; these need to be returned by Wed 24
March.
Also the P&F are looking for any mums or dads
with basic plumbing skills who could help with
plumbing the coffee machine. Once working, the
coffee machine will be a way for the P&F
committee to fundraise and also hold coffee
mornings, so parents can connect and be part of
the school community.

Easter Raffle
The P&F will be holding our
usual Easter Raffle which
will be drawn on Sports Day.
We are asking each family to
donate an Easter related
item to enable us to make up
a variety of Easter Baskets.
We would appreciate donations as soon as
possible to enable baskets to be made up. The
more goodies we get, the more prizes we have. As
children are often prize winners please be mindful
of donating prizes that are age appropriate.
We are sending home a raffle book for you to sell
with this newsletter. Tickets are $1.00 each.
Please return all books (sold or unsold) by Friday
26 March.

Uniform Orders
Families will also receive an order form for
uniforms. This needs to be returned by Friday 19

March. This will be the only order until term 4 so
please plan ahead.

A Note from Emily
How time has flown by and it’s already halfway
through our first term! I firstly wanted to say a big
Thank-you to all families, students and staff who
were able to complete my PCW survey over the
past two weeks. This survey was designed as a
way to find out how you feel I have made an impact
in my first year here at Uraidla Primary School. It
has been great to get your feedback on how I can
be a better Pastoral Care Worker for Uraidla's
school community and I am looking forward to
applying these suggestions in my future practice.
In Art Club we have just completed our first month
activity of Fabric Weaving and I aim to have the
finished projects up around the school in the
upcoming weeks for families to see before they
can be taken home. Also a big Thank-you to all
families who have been patient with us regarding
our Zoom assembly struggles, we are hoping to
have this sorted out soon. As always don’t hesitate
to contact me if there is anything I can do to
support you and your families.
Enjoy your weekend! 
Emily Morgan ~ Pastoral Care Worker

OSHC
Hi all and welcome to 2021! So far at OSHC we've
looked at life under the ocean, played plenty of
board game competitions and threaded hundreds
of loom bands together! As always, lots of fun.
In terms of news - please let us know if you will
need care during the upcoming pupil free day on
the 9th of March. We will be running care in the
style of a vac-care day from the gym instead of the
OSHC hall for that day only. It should be lots of fun!
Our bookings are also a little rocky in terms of
weekly numbers for staffing requirements. If you
are a regular user of OSHC please let us know the
sessions you may require as soon as you are
aware of the need, as staffing is bound by ratios.
Alternatively, if you are able to commit to regular
ongoing sessions, please do so. It's always tricky
at the start of the year, establishing what you need
in terms of care - but it's important to keep us in the
loop should your needs change.
Andrew is also in the process of updating
medication and asthma action plans. If your child
attends OSHC and is diagnosed with asthma or
any other dietary or medical condition, please get
in contact with him as soon as possible to update
any medical records needed.

Donations Wanted
The school has
bought
a
new
amazing
mud
kitchen for all the
students to use and
play with. We were
wondering if the
parents would like to
donate any old pots
and pans or other
kitchen materials to
the school. These
would not need to be
new, but if you would like to donate some old
kitchen supplies that you don’t need any more,
please feel free to come around to the foyer at the
school where there will be a box for the pots and
pans.
Thank you. Sienna and Molly (SRC executives)

Newsletter Folders
A reminder that newsletter folders need to be
returned to the Front Office on the Monday
morning after newsletter week. This makes it
much easier to manage the newsletter and any
notes that need to go home and hopefully stops
notes getting lost at the bottom of schoolbags!
Thanks to those families who are returning their
folders promptly.

Community News

